

UNITA ready for Angola ceasefire 

***“* DNrrA rebds ^ *“ Monday tt*y «« *te 
jfa eU wM ^ Aagoto’a MnU jBra'uiuB< aid were rajy to aroc M ta 

jBfanedte ccaatfo to the 15-yor-oJd war. A totnmt ted by 
ENpA leader Jonas Snhdn and made public to Pais called on dw 
I ^mdaj g mawaatu t to accept «rei tafln to Portaxal. tot forrorr 
power. He ri d waw l was toned alter a wMrinn of (be (w wai i fora's 

*' *** (roSrW^ilbmlAiwih 


Baker fa Washtogtoo bat week, DNTTA ‘is to recoentoe the state of 

« the h«fc • rf too After accords.” Hk 1975yU^TSrete set 
toe b«fa for Aigola*! todfpfndm c e from Portugal, with aflterfvto 
Swa*a movements apiutog to dare power. 
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M wants to reorganise Lebanon presence 

SS3ROT (R) — P aWtntan leader Yasser Arafat hi 1^1 for a new pact 
wlto Lebanon to organise the armed presence of Ms lighten in the country. 
"We would tte to cooperate with the !*> »» » » «» gnc w nn iww miH iHb^w g 
new Letomese^alesttotoo accord," hr was quoted as saying by Bdnrt’s 
^dependent A1 Nahar newspaper Monday. “This wiB be discussed when 
the situation s t a MB sc a to Lebanon," he added. "We have 500,000 
Paksttoiaas (here who have teed with Lebanon the bad tfancs and not the 
good ones,** die dufrman of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
said to an fatervfcw to the Moroccan dly of Rabat The PLO duef waned 
of a new IsraeS brrasfan of Lebanon, bat did not elaborate. An Isncfi 
invasion to 1982 forced oat thousands of Us men from Lebanon ««h 
destroyed the PLO’s mffltary tafrastmetare there. But the PLO has since 
rebuilt its armed presence. It recruited more guerrillas, whfle hundreds of 

fighter s have gradually returned to bases and reftagee r**"»p i T i 
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' Crown Prince 
rearms 
> backing for 
Iraq 

AMMAN (J.T.) — IBs Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
reaffirmed Jordan’s total support 
for Iraq against the “unjust cam- 
paign it is faring." Prince Hassan 
1 tokLthe Iraqi News Agency in 
; Amman Monday that there was 
no need to reaffirm the King- 
dom’s support for Iraq since it is 

* very evident. He said that the 
nwnpaign against Iraq was an 
attempt to deflect attention from 
the Israeli-occupied territories 
and the violation of Palestinian 
human rights. “We should not 
forget that any reduction of nuc- 
lear and chemical weapons in our 
region should be a total and 

* comprehensive one," he said. 
"The spread of these weapons is 
the result of the absence of peace 
in the region," be added. He 
noted that Israel was the first 
country - to introduce nuclear 
weapons in the Middle East. 

Mubarak to visit 
SyriarMoscow 

CAIRO (R) — President Hosni 
Mubarak will soon visit the Soviet 
Union and Syria, officially ending 
yeaxs of differences with two of 
Egypt’s former allies, presidential 
sources - said Monday. “Mubar- 
ak’s visit to Moscow and Syria is 
part of his long-term policy to 
balance Egypt's ties with the two 
superpowers and its ties with 
brad and the Arab World," a 
presidency official told Renters. 
Mnbarak will meet Syran Presi- 
dent Hafez A! Assad later this 
month in Damascus. The pres- 
idential sources said Mnbarak 
wasjjtfso due in Moscow in mid- 
May for the first trip to the Soviet 
Union by an Egyptian president 
in 18 years. The long-awaited trip 
was postponed last month when 
Moscow said its leaders were too 
" busy to meet him. 

, Gorbachev rejects 
Lithuanian offer 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Mikhail Gorbachev Monday re- 
jected Lithuanian attempts at 
compromise and his presidential 
council announced new moves to 
force die rebel republic to drop 
its independence declaration. A 
meeting of the council, chaired by 
Gorbachev, accused Lithuania’s 
government of prolonging the cri- 
sis with Moscow and leading the 
Baltic republic into a dead end. 
"The present Lithuanian lead- 
endup is blocking any way out of 

- ; the crisis with its anti- 

con ariiuti onal actions and the 
escalation of illegal measures," 
the council said, according to a 
■„ report by the official news agency 
- ; . TASS. Xn a farther escalation of 
' . more than a month of Kremlin 
pressure on the republic, which 
• ydedared its independence on 
March 11, the council called for 
additional economic, political 

and other measures to protect the 

Soviet constitution and its 
citizens. It did not specify the 
measures that would be taken. 

Police end Bristol 
: «fi prison riot 

. LONDON (R) — British prison 
tffioen staged a show of force 
Monttoy to regain control of a 
dot-tom jail where ra m p agin g 
—jtfns; staged n 

v . • Specially trained squads moved 
TOrafetd jail in the western 
■ city .of Bristol to dislodge more 
than 450 inmates who seized con- 
-• *■ . - (ml of part of the prison Sunday 
ngfe At least 14 prisons up and 
- down Britain have been hit by a 
*ave of unrest sparked by a 
: ^ nmwfey-old siege at Strangeways 

. J*i*on in the northern city of 
.^frarhester, where about 20 in- 
^ aretes are still defying police and 
^ "Widera. 

> Bulgaria to restore 
j “fe* with Israel 

TUNIS (R) — Bulgaria has told 
the. Arab League it intends to 
; restore diplomatic relations with 
- ' . v brad, flit Bulgarian ambassador 
h Tunis announced Monday. 

- ' ‘ Chririo Yordanov Markov made 
/ .fire statement after meeting Arab 

. Us^Seoetaiy-GeneralCbadli 
s-* V K&L He add reporters the move 
““Tuid “in no way change the 
and friendship between 


pie.., on file contrary, fins will 
help -the Palestinian cause. " 


Decree names 60-member panel of 
politicians , ex-ministers and intellectuals 

Obeidat to head 
Royal Commission 

on national charter 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Monday named a 
60-member Royal Commission to 
draw up a national charter to 
regulate political life in the King- 
dom and appointed former Prime 
Minister Ahmad Obeidat to riiafr 
the panel. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, carried a Royal Decree giving 
the names of the commission's 
members, who include parlia- 
mentarians, scholars, intellec- 
tuals, university professors, poli- 
tical activists, writers and journal- 
ists. 

Most of the names were 
already published by the Jordan 
Times Saturday and Sunday. 

Following are the names as 
carried by Petra: 

Ahmad Obeidat (member of the 
Upper House of Parliament and 
ex-prime minister); Adnan Abu 
Odeh (the King’s political advisor 
and a former minister); Khalil A1 
Salem (former minister and ex- 
governor of the Central Bank); 


Suleiman Hadkh (lawyer and for- 
mer head of the Bar Associa- 
tion); Awad Khleifat (president 
of Muta University and former 
minister); Jumma Hammad 
(member of the Upper House of 
Parliament); Fawzi Tuaimeh 
(member of the Lower House); 
Mohammad Alawneh (member 
of the Lower House); Issam 
Budeir (prominent industrialist); 
Hani Abn Hijjleh (lawyer); 
Mahmoud A1 Kayed (chief editor 
of A1 Ra’i); Jamal Tahat (col- 
umnist); Abdul Halim Khaddam 
(trade union leader); Ibrahim 
Baler (lawyer); Lafla Sharaf (Up- 
per House member and former 
information minister); Hamad 
Farhan (Upper House member 
and a leading member of die A1 
Qawmiyun nationalist movement 
in the 50s and 60s); Asma Khader 
(lawyer and human rights 
actvist); Said A1 Tal (former 
minister and university profes- 
sor); Ah Abu Nuwar (former 
chief of staff of tfae Armed Forces 
and a leader of an opposition 


“free officers" movement in the 
50s); Amin Shnkyr (former lead- 
ing Baathist and now member of 
the Upper House of Parliament); 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat (Muslim 
Brotherhood deputy from Bal- 
qa); Yousef A1 Athem (Muslim 
Brotherhood deputy from 
Maan); Majed Khahfeh (Muslim 
Brotherhood deputy from Am- 
man); Abdullah Akayleh (Mus- 
lim Brotherhood deputy from 
Taffleh); Ishaq Farhan (Muslim 
Brotherhood member and mem- 
ber of the Upper Honse); 
Mohammad Fares Tarawneh 
(Baathist deputy from Karak); 
Muna Shukyr (pan-Arab 
nationalist writer); Samir 
Habashneh (pan-Arabist writer 
and agriculturalist); Tayseer Zib- 
ri (general secretary of the 
JFDP); Issa Mdanat (political 
bureau member of the Jordanian 
Communist Party and deputy 
from Karak); Theeb Marji (depu- 
ty from Irtrid); Hamadeh Faraneh 

(Continued on page 5) 


PNC panel turns down Hamas 9 
demands, seeks dialogue 


By Oddi Oddi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A Palestine 
National Council (PNC) com- 
mittee entrusted with revising 
membership of the council en- 
ded a three-day meeting in 
Amman Monday by turning 
down demands by Hamas, a 
Muslim fundamentalist group 
operating inside the occupied 
territories. 

Hamas had demanded that it 
should acquire 40 per cent of 
the PNCs total number of 
seats as one of several condi- 
tions for agreeing to fall in line 
with the mainstream Palesti- 
nian leadership. 

PNC Speaker Sheikh Abdul 
Hamid A1 Sayeh said the 20- 
member committee, urged 
Hamas to join tfae PNC and 
reaffirmed the need for main- 
taining unity within the coun- 
cfl. 

Hamas had sent a memoran- 
dum to the Amman meeting 
demanding two fifths of the 
seats to represent what it called 
as its real strength in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 


Strip. 

Sheikh Sayeh who chaired the 
meetings here, said die commi- 
ttee, which represented various 
Palestinian groups, stressed 
the need for the continuation 
of the uprising inside the occu- 
pied territories until victory is 
achieved and until the legiti- 
mate demands of die Palesti- 
nian people have been met. 

Sayeh called on Hamas to 
join the PNC and the unified 
leadership of the uprising and 
said that tfae committee was 
willing to reach understanding 
with Hamas. 

Hamas was also reported to 
have told the co mmi ttee that it 
would join the council if the 
latter abandoned the peace 
strategy adopted by the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

At its last session held in 
Algiers in 1988, the PNC de- 
clared an independent Palesti- 
nian state that would co-exist 
with Israel. 

Hamas violently opposes 
any accommodation with Israel 
and FLO leader Yasser Ara- 
fat’s two state proposals to 


reach a settlement with Israel. 

Sayeh noted that the next 
session of the PNC will group 
350 to 400 members who repre- 
sent all factions as well as the 
Palestine Liberation Army and 
Palestinian commandos. 

In its statement Monday, the 
committee called for continued 
dialogue with Hamas to in- 
volve it in the council, which, it 
said, wiO be composed in a 
manner that would deal with 
the present developments and 
changes in the Palestinian are- 
na and would work towards 
enabling the Palestinians re- 
gain their rights and establish 
their own independent state on 
Palestine soil. 

The committee members de- 
manded that the PNC should 
be authorised to draw up the 
FLO’s general strategies and 
that the council be empowered 
to maintain supervision and 
control over all PLO opera- 
tions. The committee also cal- 
led for the creation of a control 
group grouping PNC members 
to be empowered with fall au- 
thority to control PLO’s in- 
stitutions and their operations. 


Peres pursues peace 
talks, rightist backing 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Shi- 
mon Peres' Labour Party says it is 
determined to open Israeli- 
Palestinian peace talks while 
trying to woo right wingers to join 
its prospective government. 

With Peres apparently assured 
of a 61-59 edge in parfiament 
when he seeks approval of his 
government Wednesday, small 
factions Monday discussed 
switching sides to join a Labour 
administration. 

Labour negotiators were seek- 
ing to attract Yitzhak Modia, a 
hawkish economics minister in 
the caretaker government of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 

But local media reported 
Labour members were upset that 
Modai and two other members of 
his liberal faction had demanded 
cabinet posts and that be had 
reservations about the proposed 
peace talks. 

Peres, who orchestrated the 
defeat of Shamir's government a 
month ago because of his refusal 
to start peace negotiations, has 
promised to accept the proposal 
of U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker for Israefi-Palestmian talks 
in Cairo. 

“The Labour Party has made it 
very dear that... we are going to 
say yes to Baker,” said Avi Gil, 
adviser to Peres. “So it is agreed 
by all parties.” 


Gil said a Peres government 
would promote the peace plan 
formulated last May by Shamir's 
broad coalition government that 
included Labour. 

The Cairo talks are intended to 
advance that plan, which includes 
elections in the occupied Gaza 
Strip and West Bank and talks 
leading to limited self-rule. 

“I wouldn’t go into the tuning 
of each stage but it’s very natural 
that the new government will 
continue the peace process," Gil 
said. 

“We shouldn’t forget that the 
previous government collapsed 
because of its lade of readiness to 
say yes to Baker," he told Reu- 
ters. 

However, the right-wing and 
left-wing groups gathering 
around a Peres government could 
provide an explosive mixture on 
important issue. 

“We hope that Shimon Peres 
win form the government and 
open fiie way to peace,” Shulamit 
Aloni, head of the five-member 
Citizen’s Rights Movement, raid 
following the signing of an agree- 
ment of support Monday. 

At the opposite extreme, the 
Zionist National Religious Party 
expressed interest in ending its 
traditional support for Likud. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Nepalese 

rejoice 

KATHMANDU (Agencies) — 
Tens of thousands of Nepalese 
paraded through Katmandu 
Monday to celebrate a royal proc- 
lamation establishing a multipar- 
ty political system. 

But amid the tumultuous joy. 
relatives wept silently at two hos- 
pitals to mourn the deaths of a 
man and a boy who were shot the 
night before. 

The shootings came shortly af- 
ter King Birendra yielded to the 
pro-democracy movement and 
lifted the ban on political parties. 

At the army hospital, B.M. 
Bajracharya said his brother-in- 
law, Pusparatna Sbakya, was shot 
and killed by government troops 
when he rushed out of bis house 
into the curfew-bound streets 
upon hearing the royal proclama- 
tion on television. 

A 12-year-old boy also was 
shot to death, his sister said at Bir 
Hospital. DcxXois at the hospital 
said five other people were being 
treated for bullet wounds. 

The people who brought the 
shooting victims to the hospital 
reported at least 10 other people 
had been lulled and their bodies 
taken away by the troops, accord- 
ing to the doctors who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

Hie report could not be con- 
firmed. Police denied there was 
any firing. 


Baz urges 

tripartite 

meeting 

CAIRO (Agencies) — A senior 
official called Monday for a meet- 
ing of Israeli, Egyptian and U.S. 
foreign ministers to pave the way 
for a broader Middle East settle- 
ment to include other Arab 
states. 

Osama A1 Baz, chief political 
adviser to President Hosni 
Mubarak, also said the Arab 
states were now at a “high degree 
of union" and that Egypt was 
trying to work out an even more 
unified Arab stand. 

He spoke to reporters after 
meeting with Mahmoud Abbas, a 
senior Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) official. 

Mnbarak flew to Iraq Satur- 
day, mainly to try and defuse 
tension created after Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein warned 
that Iraq would use modem che- 
mical weapons if Israel attacked 
Iraq with midear weapons. 

The president also was re- 
ported seeking to reconcile Syria 
and Iraq. 

Baz stressed that a tripartite 
meeting of Israeli, Egyptian and 
American foreign ministers 
should take place “as soon as the 
political situation allows it. Egypt 
is ready." 

Shimon Peres, Israel's Labour 
Party leader, is trying to put 
together a new cabinet. If 
approved by parliament next 
Wednesday, it is expected to en- 
dorse the tripartite meeting and a 
projected Palestnriin-Israeh dia- 
logue to take place afterwards in 
Cairo. 

• “The IsraclirPalestinian dia- 
logue wfll be the start of a lug 
breakthrough," Baz said. 

"It will start a larger process to 
indude other parties: Jordan, 
Syria and Lebanon. The world 
will see an Arab desire for secur- 
ity and stability. There is a uni- 
fied Arab stand for peace.” 

U.S. senators in Syria 

In Damascus, a high-powered 
U.S. Senate team urged Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad to play 
a leading role in the search for 
Middle East peace, a member of 
the American delegation said. 

The Syrian president, who has 
been reluctant to enter talks with 
Israel, told the senators he re- 
mained convinced that only an 
international solution under U.N. 
auspices would succeed. 

Senator Howard Metzenbanm 
told a news conference in Damas- 
cus following three hours of talks 
with Assad that it was essential 
that any peace discussions should 
take place without preconditions. 

The U.S. Senate delegation 
arrived in Cairo later Monday 
carrying a message from Presi- 
dent George Bush to Mubarak. 

“I have a message from Presi- 
dent Bosh to President Mubar- 
ak," Dole told reporters on arriv- 
al at Cairo airport from Damas- 
cus. 

He declined further comment 

Dole is expected to deliver 
Bash’s message daring talks on 
Tuesday with Mubarak. 


Arab summit should deal with 
Jewish immigration, Qasem says 


TUNIS (Petra) — An Arab sum- 
mit is urgently needed to deal 
with the question of Jewish im- 
migration into Palestine and to 
decide on pan-Arab plans vis-a-vis 
developments in Eastern Europe 
and ways to develop Arab rela- 
tions with European nations. De- 
puty Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Marwan A1 Qasem said 
Monday. 

“An Arab summit is required 
to chart a joint Arab strategy 
capable of dealing with new chal- 
lenges and dangers inherent in 
the Jewish immigration and pav- 
ing the ground for a genuine 
united Arab force to defend Arab 
interests," Qasem said in state- 
ments to reporters in Tonis. 

“No single Arab country can 
on its own deal with the question 
of Jewish immigration and 
Israel’s expansionist plans which 
are bound to affect all Arab 
countries," he said. “Therefore a 
s ummi t should work out a com- 
mon strategy," he added. 

“The danger of Israel's expan- 
sion can be stemmed through 


building up an intrinsic Arab 
force relying on Arab poten- 
tials," the minister added. “At 
the same time, the Arab World 
can and should deal with the 
developments in Eastern Europe 
by striving to improve relations 
with the Soviet Union and its 
allies." 

Jordan, Qasem said, has been 
striving to heal the rift among 
Arab states and will continue 
endeavours to end all inter-Arab 
differences and support any Arab 
country feeing threats and dan- 
gers. 

Referring to the outcome of 
the Jerusalem Committee meet- 
ing in Rabat, Qasem said that the 
committee laid down the bases 
for inter-Arab and Islamic action 
with regard to Jewish immigra- 
tion into Palestine and the danger 
posed to the Holy City of Jeru- 
salem as well as the recent U.S. 
Congress declaration on the Holy 
City. 

The committee has decided to 
launch a campaign within the 
Islamic group to brief Muslim 


countries on the recent develop- 
ments and to highlight the grave 
danger posed to Jerusalem and 
the Israeli settlements ringing the 
Holy City, the minister said. 

He said the committee would 
also launch a campaign in the 
international arena to expose and 
deal with the falsehoods con- 
tained in the U.S. Congress's 
declaration related to Jerusalem. 
Israel has benefitted from these 
falsehoods which claim that the 
Holy City is the united capital of 
the Jewish state in contradiction 
to all United Nations resolutions 
and international principles. 

King Hassan of Morocco will 
spearhead efforts with the U.S. 
administration and the U.N. 
Security Council member states 
as well as the U.N. secretary 
general and the Vatican to point 
to the grave danger posed to 
Jerusalem, he said. 

He said the committee had 
issued a statement calling for a 
United Islamic-Christian stand in 

(Continued on page 3) 


Iraq: Use of arms only in self-defence 

League expert urges Arabs to 
develop anti-nuclear weapons 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — A 
senior Arab military expert urged 
Arab states to develop at least 
anti-nuclear weapons to achieve a 
power balance with Israel, an 
Abu Dhabi publication reported 
Monday. 

“Israel now has 100 to 200 
tactical nuclear beads, each with 
a destructive capacity of 20,000 
tons of explosives,” Hassan A1 
Bassam, director of the Arab 
League's Military Affairs Depart- 
ment, said in an interview with 
the United Arab Emirates Air 
Force Magazine. 

He said Israel had also de- 
veloped means to hit long-range 
targets with these nuclear heads. 

“The Arab League’s military 
affairs department has been con- 
tinuously urging Arab states to 
possess deterrent capacity against 
Israeli nuclear weapons," be said. 

Bassam’s statements were 
made to the background of the 
Iraqi-Israeli war of words on mis- 
sile capabilities, with President 
Saddam Hussein warning he 
would hit Israel with chemical 
weapons if it used its nuclear 
arsenal against Iraq. 

Bassam bailed Iraq’s recent re- 
ported development of a long- 
range missile and said: “I hope 
the Arabs would take this as an 
initiative for developing an adv- 
anced military industry.” 

“Israel had nuclear weapons 30 
years ago. It is also certain that it 
has the means to launch the 
warheads in planes, by artillery, 
and in missiles,” said Bassam. 

Each warhead was equivalent 
to around 20,000 kflotonoes of 
high explosive, be was quoted as 
saying. 

He did not reveal the sources 
of his information. 


Bassam said that the Arab 
countries discussed the problem 
two years ago and decided they 
needed a deterrent against an 
Israeli nuclear capability. 

President Hussein has pledged 
not to use his country’s arms, 
inducting its controverrial binary 
chemical weapons, except in seif 
defence, the official Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) reported. 

“Any weapon we possess... 
would not be used but for self- 
defence,” he told Egyptian and 
Iraqi journalists at Baghdad air- 
port on seeing off Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak Saturday. 

INA late Sunday quoted him as 
saying “Peace is a fixed slogan in 
our policy and in our program- 
me." 

Hussein said a Western media 
campaign was trying to suggest 
Iraq was making a nuclear bomb 
to allow “Israeli generals to de- 
clare that the needed step is to 
attack Iraq’s installations.'' 

“In such condition what did 
they (the Israeli generals) expect 
from Iraq? Is it to tell them please 
come in and strike at whatever 
you wish and Iraq will turn the 
right or the left cheek?’ Hussein 
said. 

“It is part of self-defence to 
retaliate against anyone who tries 
to commit aggression on us," he 
added. 

Hussein said Iraq did not com- 
mit aggression against any other 
country bnt the recent Western 
media campaign was an aggres- 
sion against Iraq. 

INA said an Egyptian journal- 
ist told the president Iraq’s 
announcement that it possessed 
chemical weapons had aroused 
world fears and asked Hussein 
how he could allay these fears. 


He said Iraq would only use its 
weapons, in self-defence. 

“We meant that we possess this 
(chemical) weapon but we also 
said Israel possesses the nuclear 
bomb," Hussein said. 

On Iraqi-U.S. relations, Hus- 
sein said that a pro-Israel lobby in 
the United States had a hand in 
undermining relations. 

“We find sometimes that the 
donds which cover Iraqi-U.S. re- 
lations are equal to that of the 
Zionist lobby’s interference in file 
U.S. policy," he said. 

Iraq expels U.S. diplomat 

Iraq said Monday it was expell- 
ing an American diplomat in a 
farther sign of worsening rela- 
tions with the West. 

INA said Iraq was expelling the 
unnamed U.S. diplomat in re- 
taliation for Washington's expul- 
sion of an Iraqi diplomat at the 
United Nations. 

It quoted a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman as denying U.S. 
charges that the Iraqi diplomat, 
who was not named, was linked 
to an alleged plot to kill two 
opponents of the Iraqi govern- 
ment. 

The spokesman saw a link be- 
tween the U.S. expulsion of the 
Iraqi diplomat and what he said 
was an anti-Iraqi campaign in the 
West. 

He said the expulsion “cannot 
be isolated from the series of 
feverish campaigns to harm Iraq 
in such a way that serves the 
aggressive goals of Israel." 

“It was clear in this (expulsion) 
case as well, similar to pevious 
incidents, that there exists an 
intention to harm Iraq,” be said. 


Grand coalition almost 
sealed in East Germany 


EAST BERLIN (R) — East Ger- 
man parties Monday virtually 
sealed a grand coalition to steer 
the country into German unifica- 
tion by agreeing on a 
conservative-led cabinet in which 
Social Democrats will get seven 
of file 24 ministries. 

Prime Minister-designate 
Lothar de Maizicrc said the Only 
detail holding up creation of East 
Germany’s first non-communist 
government was formal ratifica- 
tion by the parties’ parliamentary 
factions, a formality expected by 
Tuesday. 

He said his Christian Demo- 
crats (CDU), which led a con- 
servative party troika to a 48 per 
cent victory in East Germany’s 
first free elections three weeks 
ago, would get 11 ministries in 
the new government. 

Tim Social Democratic (SPD) 
wfll be given seven cabinet port- 
folios, liberal parties three, and 
two CDU-tinked small parties, 
the German Social Union (DSU) 
and Democratic Awakening 
(DA) two and one seat respec- 


tively, he told reporters. 

Speaking after a sixth and final 
round of coalition negotiations, 
de Maiziere said SPD leader Mar- 
kns Meckel, a bearded Protestant 
pastor, would become foreign 
minister. 

Walter Romberg, a senior SPD 
figure who had been a minister 
without portfolio in the outgoing 
Commnnist-led caretaker coali- 
tion, will be finance minister, 
while DA leader Rainer Eppel- 
mann will take over the Ministry 
of Defence. 

De Maiziere said “an East Ger- 
man citizen" whom he <fid not 
identify would become economics 
minister, signalling that a West 
German tipped for the post — 
former West Beriin Economy 
Minister Elmar Pieroth — was 
out of the running. 

The Soda! Democrats will also 
get the labour and social affairs 
ministry, while the liberals will 
control file justice and construc- 
tion portfolios as well as a new 
ministry for reform of the Stalin* 
1st bureaucracy. 


Havel proposes substitute 
for NATO, Warsaw Pact 


BRATISLAVA, Czechoslovakia 
(AP) — President Vaclav Havel 
of Czechoslovakia Monday prop- 
osed the creation of an all- 
European security commission 
that would gradually supplant the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) and Warsaw Pact 
military alliances. 

Opening a six-nation confer- 
ence on Central and Eastern 
Europe, Havel called for the 
establishment of a commission as 
early as this year, declaring, “it is 
impossible to return to the 
Europe of the past." 

Representatives from Poland, 
Hungary and Czechoslovakia 
took part directly in the closed- 
door meeting, while Austria, Ita- 
ly and Hungary sent observers. 

The idea of a security commis- 
sion efidted a positive response 
from Italian Foreign Minister 
Gianni de Mkhe&s, who told repor- 
ters it was a “step in the ngfit 
direction.’’ 

De MicheHs is the first NATO 
minister to grant a tentative en- 
dorsement to tfae Czechoslovak 


drive for new security structures 
on the most heavily armed conti- 
nent. 

But Hungary, represented by 
Socialists defeated in democratic 
elections Sunday (see page 8), 
stressed that settlement of ten- 
sion over its ethnic minority in 
Czechoslovakia should precede 
any joint action with Prague, said 
Czechoslovak Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Lobos Dobrovsky. 

Havel’s proposals was part of a 
10-point agenda unveiled at the 
meeting, said spokesman Michael 
Zantovsky, who did not elaborate 
on file other issues. 

The security commission was 
first suggested by Foreign Minis- 
ter Jiri Dienstbier at a Prague 
meeting of the Warsaw Pact 
March 17, eliciting the coollest 
reaction from the Soviets and a 
mixed response overall. 

Both superpowers have reaetd 
somewhat coldly to the sugges- 
tions that Europe's military blocs 
are outdated ami should be dis- 
banded. 
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Belgian hostages’ freedom 
tied to jailed Palestinian 


BEIRUT (R) — Palestinian hostage-takers said 
Monday a Frenchwoman, her Belgian lover and 
their daughter would be released soon but four other 
Belgian hostages would only be let go if a comrade 
jailed for life in Brussels was freed. 


WaKd Khaled, spokesman for 
Abu Nidal’s Fateh Revolutionary 
Council (FRC), said Jacqueline 
Valente, 31* Fernand Houtekins, 
42, and their two-year-old daugh- 
ter, Sophie, would be Creed be- 
fore the Muslim fasting month of 
Ramadan ends on April 26. 

Palestinian sources said the 
three might be freed in Beirut. 

Airport sources said the Bel- 
gian government had asked die 
Lebanese authorities for permis- 
sion to land a military plane at 
Beirut airport. 

Houtekins and Valente were 
members of a family group, origi- 
nally eight people, who were 
abducted from the yacht Siko in 
the western Mediterranean in 
November 1987 and denounced 
by the FRC as Jewish spies. 

Khaled said the fate of the four 
other Belgian captives, seized 
with Valente and Houtekins 
aboard the yacht, was linked to 
die release of Nasser Said, who is 
serving a life sentence for an 


attack on a Belgian synagogue in 
the early 1980s. 

“The release of Nasser Said is a 
major demand to continue nego- 
tiations to free the four (Bel- 
gians). Nasser Said is a major 
demand," he said. 

The other Belgian hostages are 
Houtekins' brother Emmanuel, 
44, sister-in-law, Godelieve Kets, 
39, and their children Valerie, 18, 
and Laurent 19. 

Khaled said Valente, who gave 
birth twice in captivity, would be 
freed with one child only, Sophie, 
born to her and Houtekins about 
two years ago. He said Valente 
would explain after her release 
why only one child was freed. 

Valente ’s two older daughters 
were freed in Libya in December 
1988 with the help of Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi. 

Khaled said Sunday his group 
would continue holding Emma- 
nuel Houtekins and his family 
because the government in Brus- 
sels had faded to honour pledges. 


He called Belgium’s Justice 
Minister Melchior Wathelet a liar 
and said the FRC could prove be 
broke promises made in negotia- 
tions over the fate of their cap- 
tives. 

Wathelet said Saturday his gov- 
ernment could not keep any 
promises that have not been 
made. 

Earlier statements by the FRC, 
which the U.S. government calls 
the worlds' most dangerous ter- 
rorist group, have contrasted Bel- 
gium’s approach to the fate of the 
hostages with that of France, 
which recently supplied Libya 
with warplanes. 

A French envoy, identified by 
airport sources as Daniel B re- 
in ad, arrived in Beirut Sunday. 
The nature of his visit was not 
immediately known but Palesti- 
nian sources linked it to talks 
over the expected release of the 
three hostages. 

In Paris, the French Foreign 
Ministry denied that any French 
diplomat had been sent to Beirut. 

Khaled said the group would 
release Fernand Houtekins, 
although be is Belgian, in re- 
sponse to an appeal by Qadhafi 
last Wednesday for the release of 
Valente and her family. 


Pre-election corruption charges 
mar Algerian ruling party’s image 


ALGIERS (R) — Violence and 
corruption charges have tar- 
nished die already battered image 
of Algeria's ruling National Li- 
beration Front (FLN) as it pre- 
pares to face the first multi-party 
elections since independence in 
1962. 

Charges by a former prime 
minister that FLN officials pock- 
eted $26 billion in bribes and 
commissions on foreign contracts 
have given new ammunition to 
newly legal opposition parties 
keen to end 27 years of undivided 
FLN rule. 

Prime Minister Mouloud Ha- 
mrooche has called the charges 
grossly exaggerated and promised 
a thorough investigation. But 
the accusations by Abdul Hamid 


Brahimi, prime minister from 
1984 to 1988, have dealt a new 
blow to the FIN'S electoral pros- 
pects as it struggles to rebound 
from deep internal rifts and anti- 
government youth riots in Octo- 
ber 1988. 

Public anger over the govern- 
ment’s inability to prevent sud- 
den, inexplicable food price hikes 
during the Muslim holy month of 
Ramadan has added to the par- 
ty’s woes. 

Riots broke out in the eastern 
town of Gberia last Wednesday 
after rank and file FLN activists 
gathered to protest candidate lists 
that included incumbent town 
councillors. 

Residents chanting the name of 
Abbasi Madam, leader of the 


powerful fundamentalist Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), wrecked 
the town hall and smashed shops, 
cars and state property. 

The FIS appears to be the 
strongest of the six or seven 
opposition parties that are serious 
nationwide contenders for the 
town and provincial elections . 

But independents have also 
flooded town halls to withdraw 
candidate lists in a sign that 
opposition has yet to capitalise 
folly on public discontent. 

“It seems that independent lists 
are the ones that bave the most 
chance of winning even if all 
candidates have not been able to 
make themselves known through 
lack of time, means and informa- 
tion,’' said the daily Horizons. 


Sheikh Saad 
denies 

preconceived 
p ans for 
parliament 

KUWAIT (AF) — * Crown Prince 
Sheikh Saad A1 Abdullah A1 
Sabah was quoted Monday as 

saying the government had no 
preconceived plans on the possi- 
ble restoration of an elected par- 
liament. 

“The government has no cut- 
and-dried solution or approaches 
before the dialogue ends,” said 
Sheikh Saad in statements pub- 
lished in the Kuwaiti press. 

“Some people are circulating 
rumours winch the government is 
not willing to discuss because 
they are not tore.’* 

Sheikh Saad, who doubles as 
prime minister, was apparently 
responding to speculation by the 
pro-democracy activists and de- 
puties of the dissolved parliament 
contending the government was 
bent on revision of some articles 
of the constitution. 

Some 30 former members of 
parliament have sent a message 
to foe emir. Sheikh Jaber A1 
Ahmad A1 Sabah, expressing 
opposition to such an idea which 
they fear would mean a change 
in the Western-style 50-member 
elected parliament the northern 
Gulf country has prescribed in its 
constitution since independence. 

Professional associations and 
the student federation bave also 
been petitioning against foe pos- 
sibility. 

The Kuwaiti parliament was 
dissolved in 1986 after vitriolic 
criticism of government members 
while the country was target of 
Iranian threats at the height of 
the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war. 

Late last year, activists began 
campaigning for its return, with 
Sheikh Saad saying be was for the 
return of the parliament but 
sought “controls" to prevent a 
recurrence of the reasons that led 
to its dissolution both in 1986, as 
well as in 1976 after similar 
dashes between members of par- 
liament and ministers. After the 
1976 dissolution, the elected par- 
liament bad been restored in 
1980. 


Peres optimistic on Soviet ties, direct flights 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Labour Party leader Shimon 
Peres said Monday be believes 
foe Soviet Union would upgrade 
ties with Israel and allow direct 
air links to expedite Jewish im- 
migration once a Middle East 
peace process begins. 

“I can already foresee foe fruits 
of starting peace negotiations,” 
Peres said in an interview pub- 
lished Monday in the Yediot 
Ahronot newspaper. 

Peres is expected to win a 
parliamentary majority Wednes- 
day to become Israel’s next prime 
minister. 

• He has said if he wins, his new 
government would immediately 
act to approve proposals by U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker to 
hold preliminary Israeli- 
Palestinian peace talks in Cairo. 

The talks would pave the way 
for elections in which Palestinians 
would choose delegates for nego- 
tiations on the status of the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir’s right-wing Likud Bloc re- 
fused to accept foe Baker propos- 
als, dividing the coalition govern- 
ment led by Likud and Labour. A 
no-confidence motion bronght 
down foe government on March 
15. 

Shamir is serving as caretaker 
prime minister until a new gov- 
ernment is formed. 

Peres said Monday that accept- 
ance of the Baker plan would 
lead to a “dramatic change in 


Israel's international standing.'’ 

He said Israel coaid get di- 
plomatic ties with the Soviet Un- 
ion, direct flights between the 
two countries and more interna- 
tional aid for absorbing immig- 
rants, the leftist daily A1 Hanrish- 
mar reported. 

Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze proposed 
last week in Washington that 
direct Moscow-Tel Aviv flights 
could be started if his country 
received assurances that no 
Soviet Jewish immigrants would 
settle on occupied land. 

By occupied land, the Soviet 
official apparently referred to the 
West Bank, Gaza Strip and East 
Jerusalem. 

All three areas were occupied 
in the 1967 Middle East war. 
Israel has annexed East Jeru- 
salem and does not consider it 
occupied territory. 

The Soviet Union broke rela- 
tions with Israel after the 1967 
war. Both sides in recent years 
have indicated a willingness res- 
tore ties. 

Israel has said it wants direct 
flights for Soviet Jews in order to 
expedite their immigration to 
Israel. The immigrants now ar- 
rive through European transit 
points. 

The future of East Jerusalem 
and the occupied territories is the 
central issue in efforts to reach a 
settlement of the Israeli- 
Palestiman conflict. 

Avi Pazner, a spokesman for 
Shamir, said Sunday that Israel 


coukl not ban Soviet Jews from 
the occupied territories because 
new immigrants bave the right to 
live wherever they choose. 

Shamir raised an international 
storm when he suggested on Jan. 
14 that Israel needed to hold on 
to the occupied lands in order to 
absorb the hundreds of thousands 
of Soviet Jews expected to arrive 
in the next few years. 

Shamir later said Israel was not 
pushing Soviet immigrants to set- 
tle in the occupied territories, but 
would allow them to settle where- 
ver they wished. 

Israeli officials previously have 
said about one per cent of foe 
Soviet Jewish immigrants were 
settling in foe West Bank and 
Gaza. U.S. officials have said 
that if figures for East Jerusalem 
were included, the figure would 
be about 10 per cent. 

Israel Radio reported Monday 
that 41,500 immigrants had ar- 
rived in Israel in a one year 
period ending March 30 and only 
175 Soviet immigrants had settled 
in foe occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Meanwhile Soviet Jewish im- 
migrants flooded into Israel 
ahead of the passover while 
Palestinians went on strike Mon- 
day to mark the start of the 29th 
month of their revolt. 

Officials at Ben Gurion Air- 
port said about 1,000 Soviet im- 
migrants arrived aboard six 
flights from Eastern Europe Sun- 
day. Another 500 came on three 
flights from Budapest Monday, 


they said. 

Israeli censors temporarily 
lifted restrictions on reports of 
Soviet Jewish arrivals in time for 
the week-long Jewish holiday 
which begins Monday night. 

In the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, Palestinians struggling for 
independence observed a strike 
called by the Unified Leadership 
of the Uprising and Hamas, the 
Islami c fundamentalist organisa- 
tion. 

Few of the 120,000 residents of 
the territories who work in Israel 
were at their jobs. There was no 
public transport, all businesses 
were dosed and streets were 
empty. 

Israeli officials expect about 
100,000 Soviet Jews to immigrate 
this year and as many as 750,000 
over foe next five years. 

A new computer system en- 
abled foe airport to handle foe 
flood of migrants but newcomers 
still had a three to five hour wait. 

On Palm Sunday, thousands of 
Christians retraced Jesus' trium- 
phal entry to Jerusalem before his 
crucifixion bnt curtailed their 
celebrations for a third year due 
to the uprising in the occupied 
territories. 

Marchers carried dive bran- 
ches instead of palm branches as 
a symbol of peace. 

In foe West Bank town of Beit 
Sabonr, Israeli soldiers dispersed 
about 100 Palestinian women and 
children on a march after a Palm 
Sunday mass when they chanted 
nationalist songs. 








Marx, Lenin make a fast exit from Ethiopia 


By Robert Powell 

Reuter 

ADDIS ABABA — Every nigh t 
socialism in Ethiopia fades a little 
more. 

During the curfew hours be- 
tween midnight and five a.m. 
gro u ps of workmen take down 
portraits of Marx and Lenin 
adorning the streets of Addis 
Ababa and paint over gaudy slo- 
gans reflecting their now aban- 
doned ideology. 

Hammers and sickles embla- 
zoned or red stars are blanked 
out along with slogans extolling 
the virtues of sodaUsm and pro- 
letarian internationalism. 

The changes take place only 
under cover of darkness, perhaps 
because President Mengistu 
Haile Mariam is embarrassed to 
have abandoned 13 years of com- 
mitment to Soviet-style socialism 
in a single three-hour sp eec h. 

“The prevailing conditions in 
Socialist countries winch have 
reached high levels of develop- 
ment must shed light for us," 
Mengistu said in an historic 
address to foe Central Committee 
of his Workers Party of Ethiopia 
(WPE) on March 5. 

“As seen from all angles, foe 
transition to a Socialist system... 
has proved difficult and unattain- 
able." 

Mengistu went on to announce 
a lifting of all restrictions on 
private investment and Ethiopia's 
speedy transition from a centrally 
planned to a free market eco- 
nomy. 

Unprofitable parastatal com- 


panies would be dosed or sold off 
to private enterprise. 

Peasants would be free to 
abandon their cooperatives, work 
foe land individually and sell their 
crops on a completely free mar- 
ket. 

And the doors of this proud bnt 
poverty-stricken country, crip- 
pled by famine and civil war, 
would be thrown wide open to 
foreign investment. 

Finally, the WPE would dump 
its Manritf -Leninist ideology and 
t ra nsform itself into a new broad- 
based party of national unity. 

There was even a broad hint, 
not fully spelt out, that Ethiopia 
would become a multi-party 
democracy. 

After so many years of strict 
authoritarian rule, the public re- 
sponse was subdued, but unmis- 
takeably enthusiastic.' 

The price of teff, Ethiopia's 
staple food, fefl 30 per cent in two 
days in Addis Ababa's main mar- 
ket in response to the lifting of all 
controls on agricultural market- 
ing. 

And after years of fearful si- 
lence, Ethiopians ranging from 
gover n ment officials to market 
traders began telling foreigners 
how terrible socialism really was. 

Students sprayed green paint 
and smeared excrement over a 
bust of Kaii Marx outside Addfa 
Ababa University. 

And people joked that a 10- 
metre statue of Lenin in foe city 
centre was already faring towards 
foe air pent. 

But although Mengistu has 
admitted he was wrong to have 


imposed socialism on Ethiopia, 
no-one has any illusions that he is 
p lanning to quit power. 

The workmen who removed 
foe huge poster of Marx, Engels 
and Latin in Revolution Square 
left up the one next to it showing 
Mengistu leading w or k er s and 
peas ant s towards a better future. 

Diplomats say Mengistn’s re- 
forms were not just a. response to 
foe changing situation in P aw - m 
Europe. 

They were also, and perhaps 
more importantly, a response to 
military setbacks in foe civil war 
in foe north and a weakening of 
Ethiopia’s fragile economy. 

"Everybody is surprised by the 
rapidity of the chang es and how 
far they have gone. We never 
expected it... I drink it has to do 
with the desperate military situa- 
tion,” one senior Western diplo- 
mat told Reuters. 

Over the last six months, the 
Tlgray People’s Liberation Front 
(TPLF) has broken out of its 
stronghold in the northern pro- 
vince of Tigray to surge south- 
wards, coming at one point to 
within 120 kilometres of foe 
capital. 

The other main rebel move- 
ment, foe Eri trean People’s Li- 
beration Front (EPLF) has mean- 
while captured the Red Sea port 
of Massawa, isolating more than 
100,000 government troops in a 
landlocked enclave that can only 
be supplied by air. 

On tire economic front, diplo- 
mats say the government is devot- 
ing two thirds of its budget to the 
war effort at a time when re- 


venues from coffee exports are 
falling and the flow of aid from its 
former allies in Eastern Europe is 
drying up fast. 

Although the scope and rapid- 
ity of the changes announced by 
Mengistu surprised many diplo- 
mats, they are not wholly unex- - 
peered. 

For the last two years the 
g over nm ent bad been quietly eas- 
ing controls on agricultural 
marketing and priva t e investment 
and it was well known that more • * 
liberalisation measures were in 
the pipeline. 

"Most of these things were not 
puDed out of a hat. Most of them 
we had heard ramonrs about over ■ 
foe last four to six months,” one 
diplom a t said.' 

Western donors are generally 
pleased by foe economic nribnns, . 
which consist of measures : 

they arid the World Baft have : 
beetf ii^ng Ethiopia to adopt for 
years. 

But few are planning to expand 
long-term development aid whSe . 
foe war m the north continues. 

“We see the reforms as a good 
sign for the future tong-term de- . 
vdopment of the country, but I ” 
r ei t er at e our concern about a 
permanent ceasefire and peace 
talks," Canadian Overseas De- 
velopment Minister Monique 
Landry told Reuters during a 
recent visit to Addis Ababa. 

The rebels have already re- 
jected Memgistu’s re form s as not 
going far enough, but peace 
negotiations, wind! seemed to be 
getting nowhere at the end of last 
.year, have at least resumed. 


4th air raid reported on Massawa 


NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — 
Ethiopian rebels said Monday 
two people were killed in a fourth 
government air raid on foe Red 
Sea port of Massawa in the past 
five days. 

In a clandestine radio broad- 
cast monitored in Nairobi, the 
Eritrean People’s Liberation 
Front (EPLF) said Sunday’s raid 
killed two brothers. 

The broadcast said the latest 
deaths brought to 73 the number 
of civilians killed in raids on 
Massawa and the town of Afabet, 
about 100 kilometres to the 
northwest. 

The raids, the rebel radio said, 
have wounded more than 360 
others. 

The rebels reported earlier at 


least 24 people were killed and 75 
wounded as four Ethiopian Air 
Force planes attacked the town in 
the third raid, Saturday. 

There was no way to indepen- 
dently verify the rebel claims. 

The rebels also accused Ethio- 
pian Air Force of targeting civi- 
lians with duster bombs. A 
spokesman in London said 
napalm also had been dropped 
on the port. 

Ouster bombs contain dozens 
of smaller bombiets that are dis- 
persed upon impact, hurling 
shrapnel over a vide area. 

Israel has been accused of sup- 
plying cluster bombs to the gov- 
ernment or Presfdent Mengistu 
Haile Mariam. Both Israel and 
Ethiopia deny the charge. 


The rebels captured- Massawa, 
one of only two Ethiopian ports 
on the Red Sea, on Feb. 11. That 
was three days after they laun- 
ched a major offensive in 
Ethiopia's northernmost pro- 
vince. 

Meanwhile, another ins urge nt 
group claimed the capture Satur- 
day of the town of Mehal Meda in 
Showa province, about 160 
kilometres northeast of Addis 
Ababa, the capital. 

The Ethiopian People's Re- 
volutionary Democratic Front 
said it “dispersed the enemy army 
entrenched at Mehal Meda” in an 
hour of fighting. 

That claim also was made in a 
clandestine radio broadcast. It 
could not be confirmed. 
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Nabulsi predicts 
economic stability, 
reduced inflation 


Earth Day celebrations will 
stress on protection of nature 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) has pre- 
pared a foil programme of activi- 
ties for Earth Day which will be 
celebrated to Jordan on April 22. 

An RSS statement said the 
integrated programme includes, 
among other things, a campaign 
to spread awareness among mem- 
bers of the public about the RSS’s 
stations used to monitor pollution 
in the air. The stations w£D be 
installed in several regions in 
Amman, Zarqa, Irbid and Mada- 
ba. 

The statement said that during 
the campaign, to be held between 
April 11 ami 22, members of the 
public will have access to the 
mobile stations which contain 


modern eq u i pm ent. 

“in cooperation with the Vehi- 
cle Licensing Department, the 
RSS has prepared another prog- 
ramme to explain the use of 
advanced equipment to test ex- 
haust gases from vehicles and will 
distribute posters and pamphlets 
to alert members of die public 
about the danger of fumes and 
exhaust gases,” the statement 
said. 

Jordan win hold a number of 
celebrations to mark Internation- 
al Earth Day with a major cam- 
paign to lay emphasis on protec- 
tion of nature and the environ- 
ment. 

The campaign, on a nation 
wide scale, will be spearheaded 


by the Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature and a 
special earth day committee 
chaired by Her Majesty Queen 
Noor. The campaign includes 
representatives from various 
ministries and government de- 
partments. 

At least 2,000 students wifi be 
involved in part of the campaign 
to remove rubbish and gar bag e 
including discarded tyres from 
highways shoulders and public 
areas. 

Th e campaign will include lec- 
tures, seminars, exhibitions and 
distribution of posters that high- 
light the need for national efforts 
to protect the environment. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
die International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) will sign the Gist draft of a 
letter of intent for 1990 in the 
coming few days in line with the 
aims and objectives of the on- 
going economic restructuring 
programme which is designed to 
stimulate the national economy 
and bring about stability to Jor- 
dan’s financial and monetary sys- 
tems, Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) Governor Mohammad 
Saeed Nabulsi announced Mon- 
day. 

**1116 letter of intent adopts 
economic policies aimed at 
achieving a 2J5 per cent economic 
growth and reducing to 10 per 
cent the current inflation rate in 
the Kingdom,” Nabulsi said in a 
statement carried by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

The implementation of the 
programme, Nabulsi said, is ex- 
pected to reduce the total deficit 
in the fiscal budget from 12.4 per 
cent in 1989 to S.9 per cent in 
1990. 

“This is considered a truly cor- 
rective effort, implemented m a 
record short period of time,” 
Nabulsi added. 

He said that the programme 
also aimed at reducing the deficit 
in the country’s balance of trade 
from 15.1 per cent in 1989 to 12 
per cent m 1990. 

“The government aims to res- 
tructure the genera] budget in a 
manner that it would show less 
dependence on foreign aid and is 
currently striving to maintain the 
present exchange rate of the 
Jordanian dinar,” be added. 

“At the same time, the govern- 
ment is determined to stem bor- 
rowing from foreign sources, and 
will continue to help the CBJ 
replenish the Kingdom’s foreign 
currency reserves while at the 
same time rescheduling foreign 


Jordan, Pakistan have common views on Mideast 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Pakistan share common views 
on the dangers inherent in 
Soviet Jewish immigration to 
Palestine and s up por t ongoing 
uprising in the occupied -terri- 
tories, according to a joint 
communique issued by the 
Lower House of Parliament at 
file conclusion of a visit by a 
Pakistani parliamentary de- 
legation to the Kingdom. 

The communique, an 
English-language text of which 
was made available to the Jor- 
dan Times, was issued late 
Sunday when the Pakistani de- 
legation, beaded by Upper 
House Speaker Wasim Sajjad, 
wound up its visit and left 
Jordan. 

Folk) wing is the full text of 
the communique: 

Mr. Wasim Sajjad, chair- 


man of the Senate of the Isla- 
mic Republic of Pakistan, and 
tile accompanying delegation 
made a three-day visit to the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jor- 
dan. 

During tile visit talks were 
held between Mr. Sajjad and 
the accompanying delegation 
and Mr. Ahmad A1 Lawzi, 
president of the Senate, and 
the members of the Senate 
bureau. The talks covered the 
di m ensions of the immigration 
of Jews from the Soviet Union; 
Israel’s plans to settle them in 
the occupied Arab territories, 
the dangers and continuous 
aggression this immigration 
represents to Holy Jerusalem 
and the occupied Arab terri- 
tories and the danger and 
threat this Jewish immigration 


poses to Jordan and the Arab 
countries neighbouring Israel 
as a result of the aggressive 
and ^expansionist Israeli policy 
and' the expulsion -of the 
Palestinian people foom their 
land, properties and holy 
shrines and their deprivation 
from their right to self- 
determination . on their 
national soil. 

The P aki s t ani delegation ex- 
pressed its condemnation of 
the Israeli immigration policy 
and inhuman practices, and its 
support of the Palestinian peo- 
ple’s intifada against the 
occupation. 

It also hailed Jordan’s policy 
and the efforts aiming at the 
achievement of a just and com- 
prehensive peace pursuant to 
Security Council resolutions 


and international legitimacy 
based on the elimination of the 
Israeli occupation, the ex- 
change of land for peace, and 
self-determination for the 
Palestinian people on their 
national soil. 

Mr. Sajjad elaborated in de- 
tail the question of Kashmir 
and the developments in the 
region. The Jordanian side ex- 
pressed its support of U.N. 
resolutions related to the ques- 
tion of Kashmir and Jordan's 
keenness to have this question 
solved by peaceful means pur- 
suant to international legitima- 
cy, U.N. Charter and human 
rights. 

Both delegation discussed 
issues of mutual interest and 
the dose tics of brotherhood 
and cooperation in the various 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


Marwan Al Qasem meets officials in Tunis Exhibition opens in Zarqa 


3CUNIS (Petra) — Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Marwan Al Qasem met here Sunday evening with the foreign 
ntmtowr of Tunisia and the director of the political department of 
tiie Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO). Discussions at these 
separate meetings covered pan- Arab affairs and bilateral ties. 
Qasem arrived in Tunis on his way back to Amman after attending 
a meeting of the Jerusalem Committee in Rabat. 

Envoy calls for broader cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — The newly appointed Mexican ambassador to 
Jordan Dr. GrarieDa Dcla Lama Monday called on Minister of 
Tourism Abdul Karim Al Kabariti and discussed bilateral coopera- 
tion in tourism. She extended an invitation to the minister to visit 
Mexico. The ambassador later called on Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Thabet Al Taber and discussed bilateral 
cooperation in exploitation of mineral resources and oil prospec- 
dou. 


Jordan, Mauritania to boost cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources 
Thabet Al Taher discussed Monday, with Mauritanian Minister of 
Industry and Minerals Mohammad Salem, cooperation between 
Jordan and Mauritania in mineral resources. The Maurit anian 
minister is in Amman to bold talks with the Amman based Mining 
Company on exploitation of mineral resources in his country. 
Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) is currently conducting a 
feasibility study on electricity supplies in Mauritania, a project 
which will be financed by the Arab Council for Economic and 
Social Development. 


ZARQA (Petra) — The first exhibition of national industrial 
products held in Zarqa opened Monday. The exhibition, to last 
until the end of the holy month of Ramadan, displays a variety of 
traditional products, food supplies, handicrafts and includes a 
special wing for art work, books and publications. A national folk 
troupe presents a variety of national songs and dancing to the 
■visitors. 

Woman gives birth to triplets 

IRBID (Petra) — A Jordanian woman has given With to triplets 
and the mother and three newly born babies are reported to be in 
good health. A statement from Ibn Al Nafis hospital in Irbid, 
where die delivery took place, said that the 33-year-okl 'woman 
gave birth to the three girls weighing 2,110 grammes, 1,720 
grammes and 2,000 grammes after a break of eight years and 
following a long period of treatment. According to Dr. Ahmad 
Anaqreh, who supervised the delivery, the event occurs once in 
every 10,000 cases. 

Minister Inaugurates mosque 

ZARQA (Petra) — Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Alt Al 
Faqir said Monday that mosques are considered the place where 
the propagation of Islam started. In the opening ceremony of Al 
Abrar mosque in Zarqa governor* te Faqir outlined the importance 
of mosques in the history of Islam. He stressed the need for joining 
efforts and abiding by the regulations of Islam in order to return 
the Islamic holy places and the Arab land. Deputy Ziad Abu 
Mahfboz, president of Bi’r As Saba* society which financed the 
construction of the mosque delivered a speech in which be 
explained the society’s goals. Faqir also opened a charity bazaar, 
the proceeds of which will go to needy families and teaching needy 
students. The bazaar included embroideries, handicrafts, artificial 
flowers and ceramics. 


Arab summit should deal with Jewish immigration 
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(Continued from page 1) 

support of the Arab rights in 
Jerusalem. 

Qasem reviewed developments 
co nc e r ti ng the Palestinian issue 
and outlined the history of the 
Arab-Ptfcstioian struggle, peace 
efforts in the region and Jordan’s 
petition on these developments. 

“farad,”. Qasem said, “man- 
aged from foe rime of its estab- 
lishment until 1988, to expand. 


strengthen its strategic rela- 
tionships with Western states, 
affirm its role as an important 
party in the international 
strategic equation and as a defen- 
dant of the Western states’ rights 
in the region because of the abs- 
ence of a unified Arab stand to 
deal with the Israeli enemy.” “As 
a result of the lack of awareness 
by Arabs during the past three 
decades. Isrel napitatisod on this 
and is supported by international 


forces,” be added. 

Qasem said Jordan was the first 
to warn of these difficulties in the 
Ajab-Isradi conflict when the 
late King Abdullah called the 
Arabs to accept the partition plan 
to confirm the rights of the 
Palestinian people. 

Qasem said that as a result of 
the Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation’s (PLO) 1988 acceptance 
of international resolutions, par- 
ticularly U.N- Security Council 


Resolutions 242 and 338 and con- 
ditions set by former U.S. admi- 
nistrations for dialogue with the 
PLO, the Arab stand became for 
the first time unified. 

“Jordan’s acceptance of the 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 242 following the 1967 war 
had embarrassed Israel .* 

Qasem stressed that develop- 
ments in the Palestinian political 
grand and foe continuation of the 
intifada pot Israel in a real crisis. 


fields aiming at achieving 
prosperity and advancement 
for foe Jordanian and Pakista- 
ni peoples. 

In another statement, par- 
liament said: “It is worth men- 
tioning that the speaker of 
India’s Lot Sabha (House of 
Representatives) visited Jor- 
dan last month on the head of 
a parliamentary delegation 
and held talks with Jordan's 
Parliament on the ties of 
friendship and cooperation be- 
tween foe two sides. The de- 
legation bailed Jordan’s inter- 
national policy and its role in 
the Non-Aligned Movement, 
the cooperation and friendship 
characterising the relations of 
the two countries and their 
keenness to solve world dis- 
putes through peaceful means. 


Experts 
to review 
Mediterranean 
fever 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Some 100 to 150 
specialists from Jordan and other 
countries wQl gather in Amman 
on April 28 for a two-day confer- 
ence on familial Mediterranean 
fever, a hereditary diseases which 
eventually causes failure of the 
kidneys. 

Dr. Abdullah Hiyari who 
chairs a committee preparing for 
foe conference said that at least 
34 working papers on this disease 
would be reviewed by the dele- 
gates who come from Syria, 
Kuwait, Iraq, Tunisia, Egypt. 
Lebanon, Turkey, Malta as well 
as foe United States, the Nether- 
lands and Firanoe in addition to 
Jordan. 

Dr. Hiyari said that the dele- 
gates will discuss means of deal- 
ing with the disease which is more 
common in foe Mediterranean 
region than elsewhere in the 
world. 

The disease, known as amy- 
loidosis. largely affect young peo- 
ple aged between five and 20 
years. It requires prompt treat- 
ment, otherwise it leads to com- 
plications and failure of foe kid- 
neys. 

Asked on foe symptoms of the 
disease. Dr. Hiyari said that a 
patient normally feels abdominal 
pain accompanied by fever which 
lasts up to four days. 

According to Dr. Hiyari, the 
conference, to be held under the 
patronage of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, w5l dis- 
cuss means of dealing with the 
disease which is highly dangerous 
and contagious within foe Arab 
region. 



debts as part of measures needed 
for foe time being to achieve that 
goal" Nabulsi pointed out 

“In 1989, the national economy 
had attained stability, following a 
hard time and difficult circumst- 
ances and the governmerit had 
been able to achieve some of the 
objectives of the economic res- 
tructuring programme,” Nabulsi 
added. 

He said that the past year 
witnessed a reduction in imports 
and general expenditure which in 
turn led to a reduction in foe 
volume of deficit in the fiscal 
budget from 24 per cent in 1988 
to 16 per cent in 1989. 

‘’In the past year Jordan’s ex- 
ports increased by 11 per cent, 
almost double the expectations of 
the economic restructuring prog- 
ramme of six per cent," Nabulsi 
said. 

He said that Jordan’s imports 
last year dropped by 12 per cent 
compared to the programme's 
expectations of four per cent, 
leading to a reduction in the 
balance of trade deficit. 

Nabulsi’s statement came in 
the wake of a statement by Minis- 
ter of Finance Basel Jardaneh 
who announced that Jordan will 
soon acquire a S325 million loan 
from tiie World Bank to contri- 
bute to increasing foreign curren- 
cy reserves and help redress the 
balance of payments deficit. 

Jardaneh, who spoke on Jor- 
dan Television Sunday evening, 
said that foe Kingdom was able to 
increase its foreign currency re- 
serves by $330 million in the past 
year. 

Last week, Jardaneh said that 
the IMF had cleared the way for 
Jordan to launch negotiations to 
reschedule its debt and interest 
payments dne in 1991, and to 
secure the new loans during the 
1990 fiscal year. 







KING HOSTS KFTAR: His Majesty 
King Hussein Monday hosted an iftar attended by 
Hb Royal Higtingas Crown Prince Haaaan and 
senior- officers in foe Armed Forces General Com- 
mand and the Public Security, the General Intelli- 
gence and the Gvfl Defence departments. The 


banquet, held at Basman Palace, was also attended 
by Prince Faisal Ben Al Hussein, Prime Minister 
Mndar Badran, Royal Court Chief Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, King Hussein's Political Advisor Adnan 
Abu Odeh Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d Ben 

Zeid (Petra photo) 


Ministry of Supply official says 


document amendments illegal 


First witness takes stand in 
official corruption trial 


By Sand G. Hattar 
and Ghadeer Taher 

Jordan Times Staff Writers 

AMMAN — The first witness 
took the stand Monday in a 
case involving alleged official 
corruption, and his testimony 
appeared to strengthen the 
prosecution's argument that al- 
terations made by a former 
official to a tender document 
were illegal. 

Fuad Gharaybeh, member 
of foe tenders committee at the 
Ministry of Supply, indicated 
in his five-hour testimony that 
amendments allegedly made 
by former Ministry of Supply 
Under-Secretary Abdullah 
Hawamdeh to a rice purchas- 
ing tender were illegal. The 
session was adjourned and 
Gharaybeh mil return to the 
stand next Tuesday. 

Lawyers representing 
Hawamdeh, who was released 
last month on a JD 250,000 
bail, and M’amoun Talbouni, 
of the National Company for 
Development and Finance, 
pleaded not guilty to charges of 
“profiteering from an official 
position.” Both Hawamdeh 
and Taihouni were present at 
the public session. 


Ibrhaim Baker, representing 
foe National Development and 
Finance Company in foe case, 
cross-examined the witness on 
behalf of Hawamdeb's 
lawyers. He tried to show that 
the amendments concerning 
foe bagging of the rice in 
Aqaba instead of the country 
of origin, the United States, 
was not contrary to the tender 
document. He also tried to 
establish that the document did 
not have a specific article con- 
cerning the place and quality of 
the bagging. Gharaybeh 
argued fiat although the docu- 
ment did not specify the bag- 
ging procedures, foe ministry’s 
original tender referred “in- 
directly” to these specifica- 
tions. 

The witness also appeared to 
implicate the Amman-based 
Nabat Agri-Business, the other 
company which shared the ten- 
der with the National Develop- 
ment and Finance Company. 

"The freight hired by Nabat 
Agri-Business to ship the rice 
proved not suitable for ship- 
ping consignments for human 
consumption,” the official 
said. He said that the freight 
hauls were rusty and had been 
filled with iron and steel shav- 


ings. 

“Although tests have shown 
that a substantia] quantity of 
rice was damaged because of 
the shipping, the ministry 
could not seek compensations 
immediately.” he added. 

The ministry then formed a 
special committee to identify 
the losses but “nothing came 
out from the panel,” although 
Nabat Agri-Business' parent 
company, Balfour Mclean, 
offered to pay compensation of 
$20,000 more than was sug- 
gested by foe ministry panel, 
according to Gharaybeh. He 
did not identify tiie two figures 
or explain why the ministry 
had not reached a settlement. 
“If the witnessed testimony is 
correct, then why has the 
ministry delayed reaching a 
settlement, especially one that 
is favourable,” a legal source 
commented. 

Hawamdeh 's lawyer, Saleh 
Jaroudi, told the Jordan Tunes 
Monday evening that the com- 
pensation matter with Nabat 
Agri-Business was not related 
to the case. 

He did not rule out, howev- 
er, ■ the prospect that Ghar- 
aybeh’s information "could 
open another case." 


Private universities open 
doors to students in 1990 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The chairman 
and members of the board of 
directors of the Arab Internation- 
al Company for Education and 
Investment Monday sent a cable 
to His Majesty King Hussein 
voicing their appreciation for his 
support of expatriates’ en- 
deavours to set up educational 
institutions in Jordan. 

The company has been given 
licence to open a private universi- 
ty in Jordan, which, according to 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
will open its doors to students at 
the start of foe coming academic 
year 1990-1991. 

The new university is to be 
known as the University of Ap- 
plied Sciences which, along with 
foe another new university to be 

Ministry 

reappoints 
191 teachers 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Education announced 
Monday that to date, it had reap- 
pointed 191 teachers who had 
been dismissed for political 
reasons. 

The Ministry of Education will 
do all it can to absorb the rest of 
the dismissed teachers by giving 
them priority In employment in 
accordance with the ministry’s 
employment plan for 1990. 

The Ministry of Education was 
among the first government de- 
partments to reinstate employees 
dismissed for political reasons, 
and the move was taken upon 
clear instructions from Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran. 


named the Amman Private Uni- 
versity, will raise to six foe num- 
ber of universities in foe King- 
dom. 

Petra said that the University 
of Applied Sciences will start off 
wifo only two faculties: Science 
and Arts and noted that more 
than 80 per cent of the universi- 
ty’s capital bad been paid up by 
Jordanian expatriates, while the 
rest was provided by Jordanian 
citizens in the Kingdom. 

The University of Applied Sci- 
ences was the the brainchild of an 
expatriates' conference held in 
Amman during the summer of 
1988, and after formalities, the 
Ministry of Higher Education 
gave consent for its establish- 
ment. 


According to Dr. Seif Eddin Al 
Ramahi, who chairs the universi- 
ty board, the students will be- 
mainly the children of expatriate 
Jordanians, and the university 
will not try to compete with the: 
other four existing universities, 
but would rather complement- 
them. 

In a statement earlier this year. 
Dr. Ahmad Hourani from the 
Amman Private University, said 
that upon the start of the coming- 
academic year the two universi- 
ties will enroll at least 2,600 
students. 

The Amman Private University 
wilt be located in the Balqa gov- 
ernors te, while the University of 
Applied Sciences will be situated r 
in the Amman area. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


£ The Mamie book exhibition which includes books on Mam, 1 
literature, psychology, sociology, education, philosophy, law 
and history at Yarmouk University. 

* Book exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

£ Exhibition of paintings by Khalil Al Kofahi at foe Yarmouk 
University. 

* Comprehensive book exhibition at Ajhxui girls 

THEATRE 

t 

☆ Arabic children’s play entitled “Tales from My Grandmother's 
Chest” at the Royal Cultural Centre — 10:00 aon. 

SEMINAR 

* Seminar, in Arabic, entitled “Future dimensions of the 

Fatestinian uprising” at foe Royal Cultural Centre— 8 :30 p . . ’ 

FILMS 

* French film entitled “Remoatons ks Champs Efysees” at foe 
French Cultural Goitre — 8:30 pan. 

* Documentary programme entitled “Conserving America: 
.Champions of Wikffife” at the American Centre — 3:00 p.m. 


* 
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Work ahead on 
national charter 

ON THE SURFACE, it would seem comforting and even 
gr a tifyin g that the Royal Commission entrusted with the 
mandate of drawing up the proposed national charter is to 
include personalities from the far right to the extreme left. 
Yet, such a wide spectrum of views within the Royal 
Commission could present some dHftndt i cs when the tame 
comes to agree on the terms of the charter. Even more 
difficult would be to agree on the arbiter of the exp e cte d 
divergent views that are bound to emerge a mo ng the 
members of the commission. Uppermost on the minds of the 
people is how to reconcile the aspirations and objectives of 
the ter left with those of the ter right. The art of campramfae 
between the opposing views wffl thus have to be the na me of 
the game pursued by the c ommiss i on True, in the hd 
analysis, the people of Jordan wfll have to decade on the 
terms of the national charter when they cast their votes in 
the national referendum scheduled to take pla ce after the 
drafting of the document is done and faMiwi with. But that 
exercise of judgement wifl be on a take it or leave it basis 
with no o p port uni ty to amend it in any way or form. 
Another important task is to define the legal implications of 
the proposed charter. Until this point in time this issue has 
‘ been either avoided or held in abeyance. The people of 
Jordan- cannot exercise then- ultimate right to accept or 
reject snch a charter if they do not know yet its legal import. 
It is ail good and fme to keep on repeating that the charter is 
not intended to amend the Constitution of the land; bid the 
people of the country have asked and are still asking for the 
determination of the legal standing of the charter. After afl 
it is supposed to be the guiding light for all future political 
activities in the country and if we stifl do not know the legal 
effect of such a charter, ft would be di ffi cu lt to pursue its 
aims in a dear and effective manner. The adoption of the 
national charter is not an academic e x erdse and the sooner 
the state deddes about its ftdl legal import the better advised 
would be the people of Jordan on bow to deal with it. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra’i daily on Monday discussed statements by Hb Majesty 
King Hussein and Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak at a press 
gathering in Aqaba, and said that both leaders have voiced their 
countries' solidarity with Iraq in the face of hostile campaigns 
being launched at this aster country. The two leaders have 
reaffirmed Iraq's right to acquire all types of weapons and defend 
its soil in the face of attacks and conspiracies, and in the face of 
Israel’s arrogance, die paper noted. It said that solidarity among 
the Arab Cooperation Council countries is a must, because it 
gives these countries added power and strength vis-a-vis all Israeli 
threats. Iraq's band is extended out for peace and for security in 
the Gulf and this Arab country is willing to live in peace with all 
its neighbours after eight, long years of conflict, said Al Ra’i. Iraq 
realises the meanig and the importance of peace because h has 
suffered for long and has offered a great deal of sacrifice to defend 
Arab soil and rights, the paper continued. But at the same time, 
any new conspiracies concocted by world Zionism and any plots 
hatched by the enemies of the Arab World will find Iraq Car 
stronger than at any time in the past, and ready to deter 
aggression, the paper said. At the same time such aggression wifl 
be confronted by an alliance from Iraq’s sister states which are 
determined to extend support for their Iraqi brothers in word and 
deed. 


A columnist in Al Ra’i daily comments Monday on the latest 
International Parliamentary Union (IPU) meeting which was held in 
Cyprus and which ended with a declaration calling, among other 
Hungs, for speedy action to bring about peace to the Middle East. 
The IPU meeting has called for an international conference to be 
held under U-N. auspices, and with the participation of the PLO 
among other concerned parties for the sake of working out a 
formula for a lasting peace, says Ibrahim Sakyha. The writer 
notes that such calls had earlier come from the European 
Community and the European Parliament as well as the Arab 
countries and the Soviet Union, backed by all the developing 
nations of the world. It is indeed a world-wide demand and a call 
by nearly afl members of tile international community that such a 
conference be held to achieve peace between the Arabs and Israel 
based on U.N. Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338, the 
writer notes. He says that as the Israelis are involved in further 
bickering about the formation of a new government, precious 
time is lost and the Arabs ought to take their case to the U.N. 
General. Assembly where no superpower has the right to veto any 
resolutions. 


Sowi Al Sbaab daily on Monday commented on Jordanian- 
Egyptian unequivocal support for Iraq's stand in defence of its 
rights and its land as expressed by King Hussein and President 
Hosni Mubarak at Aqaba Saturday evening. The paper said that 
the two leaders have emphasised beyond any shred of doubt that 
the ACC countries will come to the aid of Iraq in the event of any 
aggression on that country. They also stressed the need for Arab 
tfgt-s to tr ans cend side differences and disputes for the sake of 
confronting the common dangers, the paper noted. The paper 
said that the King and the President stressed in their statements 
that the Arab Nation seeks peace for which it has yearned for 
many years, but at the same time this nation wifl have to defend 
its land and its interest in the event of any aggression. 


The View from Fourth Circle v 

Beasts of the jungle 


WHAT was the best show in 
town during the past political 
season? My vote, without any 
hesitation whatsoever, goes to 
the little drama last month by 
the duet of parliament and the 
press. You might think the 
press-parliament argument was 
a spasmodic little hiccup in 
Jordan’s otherwise smooth 
transition into a sunny little 
Third World democracy. 
Think again. What we saw 
unfold before our eyes was one 
of humankind’s most ancient 
and vicious rituals — a struggle 
for raw power which saw two 
crazed male jungle animals 
fighting over territorial rights 
and the prize of mating with 
tiie beautiful female of their 
species, in order to perpetuate 
their species and their role in 
God’s order. 

The press and Parliament 
locked up so much dust it was 
difficult at times to recognise 
the underlying point they were 
fighting about. The point — 
the priz e they coveted — was, 
ostensibly, facts and informa- 
tion about the Parliament’s 
secret debate on cases of 
alleged corruption. In reality, 
it had nothing at afl to do with 
information about co r r up tion 
cases. 

It was a fight over the most 
elementary kind of political 
power — the kind that makes 
g row n and otherwise mature 
men Jose their normal rational- 
ity, and then try to hide their 
lorn of cool by offering all sorts 
of fenny ar g um e n ts about the 
right of die press to conceal its 
sources or about the constitu- 
tional obligation not to report 
secret parliamentary sessions. 

The significance of the 


spectacle wc have just seen — 
and we have only seen episode 
one in what promises to be a 
long-running and exciting dra- 
ma — is that it probably repre- 
sents the first time in modern 
Jordanian political history 
when a genuine power straggle 
took place between two bran- 
ches of government and society 
in which the executive branch 
was not involved. 

What we have seen — mark 
tiie date, March 1990, it will go 
down in history as a turning 
point — is a pivotal moment 
when political power started to 
be diffused throughout Jorda- 
nian society. When was the last 
time yon could recall a struggle 
over information that did not 
involve the executive branch of 
government? 

The manifestation of power 
in tins instance was facts and 
information. Parliamentarians 
who would have os believe 
they receive their mandates 
and their voting instructions 
from the ghost of Arab 
nationalism. Purity in Pubbc 
Service, God, or a combina- 
tion of all three, suddenly 
found themselves jealously 
embracing facts and informa- 
tion like a child embraces its 
first candy or toy. It was theirs 
and theirs alone , to be shared 
with the people at some future 
moment when they deemed it 
appropriate. They had disco- 
vered what former govern- 
ments had practised for many 
years — that information is 
power. 

But. of course, the practices 
of successive, excessive former 
governments finally caused 
otherwise patriotic and ration- 
al Jordanians, in a peak of 


humiliation and anger, to bom 
a few local medical centres and 
banks. The message then was: 
tell us the truth. Do not lie to 
us. Do not hide facts from us. 
Do not deceive us. Do not 
treat us tike children. The mes- 
sage was real, and strong. And 
its shelf life did not expire in 
March 1990. 

So, what does one conclude 
when the very Parliament that 
was elected on tiie strength of 
such anti-estabslishment senti- 
ments itself decides to start 
playing games with facts and 
information, and withholding 
information from the people of 
the realm? One concludes that 
grown men who smell power 
— like those who fell in love — 
stan to drift into another 
world, a perfect world, an 
orderly and beautiful world in 
winch he who knows some- 
thing is be who wields power. 

But then, should we blame 
the parliamentarians? Prob- 
ably not. Afl they (fid was to 
react Wee the normal human 
beings they are. The press tres- 
passed on their territory. The 
parliamentarians felt 
threatened. They fought back 
like any threatened animal 
would do — by the political 
equivalent of extending their 
daws, flashing their fangs, and 
slashing out with afl their pow- 
er. 

The press replied in kind, 
with all sorts of m umbo- jumbo 
about confidentiality and pro- 
tection of sources and other 
semi-ecclesiastical ritualistic 
dances. The jungle was alive. 
The mighty beasts were all 
agitated, and prancing. They 
had to prove to one another 
that they were important, and 


outraged, and that their man- 
date to protect the people of 
Jordan, if not the entire Arab 
Nation, was violently 
threatened by tins ugly epi- 
sode. The beasts of the jungle 
were reaching such a state of 
frenzy that they threatened to 
transform ritual into apocaly- 
pse. 

Of course, the info rmation 
the press published about the 
parliamentary committee dis- 
cussions is practically 
irrelevant now. The actual 
facts published will not long be 
remembered by the history of 
the Middle East (quick, before 
you can say parliamentary con- 
fidentiality three times, what 
damage has been done by the 
details published by the 
press?), a long history that 
started when Noah and his 
shipload of animals first started 
the business of documenting 
toe deeds of mao and beast. 

The parliamentarians ought 
just as well have been discus- 
sing the colour of their window 
curtains, or kitchen tiles. Does 
anyone remember the earth 
trembling when Parliament’s 
secrets were published? I 
heard no stories of fathers 
weeping, or children becoming 
vicious, or mothers turning 
their backs on their offspring. 
So what’s the big deal? 

The big deal is that Parlia- 
ment was angry because it was 
sticking its young toe into tiie 
untested waxen of information 
and political power. It wanted 
the waters for itself. A fish 
called the press came oat of the 
water and bit the toe. 

Before this little episode 
took place, the dynamics we 
had seen previously in Parlia- 


ment were predictable — not 
so much ritualism, as part of an 
established bureaucratic cycle. 
In this category I include Par- 
liament's response to His 
Majesty King Hussein's speech 
opening Parliament, its re- 
sponse to the government’s 
policy statement, the confi- 
dence motion debate, and the 
comments on the budget. Ev- 
erything said in those episodes 
was a re-nm of the slogans and 
themes of the election cam- 
paign. We’d beard it afl before. 
It was good to hear it again, 
bat it (fid not redraw the poli- 
tical map. It made os feel 
good, but it did not enrich our 
world. 

However, the episode of the 
press was something new, and, 
from Parliament's viewpoint, 
more dangerous. It repre- 
sented a novel attempt by a 
new force to make its mark on 
a political stage which had 
been dominated until then by 
Parliament alone. The most 
interesting thing, though, is 
what happened after the anim- 
als of the jungle finished 
flashing their fangs and 
slashing at the air near each 
other's delicately combed man- 
es. Parliament and the press 
decided that it made no sense 
to fight over the expanded pie 
of political power — it made 
much more sense to share the 
pie. Pass tiie forks around. 

And afl for the better. Look 
for tiie press now to publish 
more allegetfly “secret” in- 
formation, without much fuss 
from Parliament* because tiie 
rales of foe political game have 
been changed, the number of 
players expanded, and the out- 


By Rami G. Kbowrft 


of- bounds lines extended a' lit- 
tle bit. This is good news for 
Jordan. 

It suggests that society will 
be tempted to remain within 
rational limits because excesses, 
by one sector or branch will be 
checked by the watchful eye of 
another sector or branch. It 
also promises that the people 
of Jordan will have more in- 
formation about facts that have 
an impact on their daily life, 
and on the future of their 
children. 

But all of this is only pre- 
lude. The really important 
thing is this: the jungle is being 
opened up. More animals can 
roam through it, and enjoy its 
fruits and pleas ores, and trea- 
sures. Parliament and press 
will be joined by labour un- 
ions. professional organisa- 
tions, political parties, youth 
groups, special interest groups, 
lobbies, and many other beasts 
who heretofore have been too 
scared to show their face, or 
who could not survive in the 
environmental conditions that 
prevailed in the jungle pre- 
viously. 

Through this process, the 
jungle will slowly bft trans- 
formed into a forest, and then, 
perhaps, into a meadow, and 
finally into a normal, ordinary 
but sunny Utile patch of God's 
earth — where, if we look hard 
enough on dear nights with a 
full moon, we can still make 
out the feint traces of the bull 
of a passing boat, laiden down 
with many pairs of animals, 
sent on their mission of surviv- 
al by God, bur led by men who 
could differentiate between 
reality and dreams. 


Honeymoon 
ends on rocky 
road to realism 
in South Africa 


By Rodney Ruder 
Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — One of 
the first pictures of Nelson Man- 
dela after he was freed from 27 
years’ imprisonment showed him 
smiling at the side of Sooth Afri- 
can President F.W. de Klerk. 

Two months and 400 deaths 
later, Mandela met de Klerk last 
Friday to rescue talks derailed by 
violence. He refused to appear 
before journalists with tiie white 
leader, avoiding another side-by- 
side photograph. 

It was a measure of how much 
things have changed in South 
Africa since the heady days of 
February when de Klerk freed 
Mandela , figurehead of the black 
liberation movement, and legal- 
ised his African National Con- 
gress (ANC) and other left wing 
opposition groups. 

The dramatic reforms created a 
mood of optimism and goodwill 
between black and white, epito- 
mised by the Two leaders beam- 
ing side-by-side. But it quickly 
crashed in an explosion of vio- 
lence. 

The ANC called off prelimin- 
ary talks with the government 
after police fired on black demon- 
strators in the Transvaal township 
of Sebokeng. 

Faction-fighting in black areas, 
particularly in Natal where ANC 
supporters are locked in open 
warfare with tiie conservative In- 
katba movement of chief Man- 
gosuthu Butbelezi. bad some 
hardline whites reaching for their 
guns to prepare to defend their 
homes mid businesses. 

More than 4 00 people were 
killed and much wishful thinking 
shattered by the time Mandela 
■and de Berk got negotiations . 
back on track last Friday and set 
May 24 as a new date for talks. A 
sense of sober realism settled iiT 
about the rocky road to a new 
South Africa. 

“One reality now confirmed is 
that tins country is nowhere near 
; itiady for a negotiated settlement 
— or a non- racial democracy,’’ 
the liberal Weekly Mail said in an 
editorial. 

But the newspaper and politic- 
al analysts said the key players — 
de Klerk’s white National Party, 
which has ruled through its race 
law instrument of apartheid for 
40 years, and the ANC, its main 
black foe — had little choice but 
to force ahead with talks. 

De Klerk had moved far 
enough to make a return to white 
repression costly and unlikely, 
while the ANC bad ail but given, 
up hope of overthrowing whites 
by force, the analysts said: 

Friday's meeting, the first offi- 
cial encounter between govern- 
ment and ANC, was quite a small 


step. The two sides decided mere- 
ly to go ahead with preliminary 
discussions on how to set up 
proper white-black power sharing 
negotiations. 

Violence persists in the 
townships, although at a slightly 
lower level. And there is a con- 
stant danger of more incidents 
like Sebokeng as the deeply con- 
servative white police, more used 
to whipping and shooting blacks 
than watching them peacefully 
exercise their right of political 
protest, meet more demonstra- 
tors demanding faster change. 

The Johannesburg-based hu- 
man rights commission reports 
more than 600 blacks detained 
without trial as the government 
damps down on unrest — the 
highest figure in a year. 

Experts predict a turbulent oo- 
again-off-again pattern will be- 
come fanriKar in tbe negotiating 
process as the government and 
the ANC and smaller factions 
jockey for position. 

The apparent crumbling of 
South Africa’s black homelands, 
spawned by apartheid and recog- 
nised as independent entities by 
only their Pretoria creators, 
appears to have helped tbe ANC. 

Two coups in a month, toe 
latest in Venda on Thursday, 
replaced pro-Pretoria rulers with 
ernes anxious to join in the broad- 
er black struggle. 

Four oat of six invited home- 
land leaders boycotted talks with 
de Klerk last Friday apparently in 
sympathy with the ANC. If tbe 
government had been counting 
on conservative homeland lead- 
ers as potential allies against tiie 
radicals of the ANC, it may have 
to rethink its strategy, analysts 
said. 

“Beautiful, beautiful crumb- 
ling,” chuckled black activist 
Ntatho Motlana. a physician 
friend of Mandela, after die Ven- 
da coup. “All tbe homeland lead- 
ers will side with tbe ANC. Gov- 
ernment divide and rule wifl not 
succeed.” 

ANC strategists are expected 
to focus on isolating Zulu chief 
Butheleo to break his power base 
in toe eastern seaboard province 
of Natal. He is unlikely to give up 
without a fight. 

Most analysts believe political 
manoeuvring and alliance-form- 
ing will dominate the next few 
months and that real power-shar- 
ing talks may not start until next 
year. 

“Most of us have completely 
underestimated tiie difficulties of 
the substantive negotiations, of 
achieving real answers, but there 
is no other way to do it,” says 
liberal white member of parlia- 
ment Denis Worrall. 

“We are talking -about a whole 
new Smith Africa.” 


Wind of change ruffle Tanzania 


By Frances Kerry 

■Reuter 

DAR ES SALAAM — Winds of 
change have gusted down from 
East e rn Europe to stir an unpre- 
cedented political debate in 
Socialist Tanzania. 

The ruling Chama Cfia Mapin- 
duzi (CCM) party is discussing, 
publicly and for the first time, the 
possibility of a multi-party sys- 
tem. 

A party symposium in late 
March on the lessons to be drawn 
from the popular revolts in East- 
ern Europe heard frank criticism 
and suggestions for change. 

Tbe broad consensus was that 
Tanzania's home-grown brand of 
Socialism need not go the way of 
East European Communism if 
the CCM stays in touch with the 
people, said party ideology 
secretary Kin gunge Ngombale 
Mwira. 

“ft's important to draw certain 
lessons,” be told Reuters. 

“When you cany out a revolu- 


tion in the name of the working 
people and then after 40 years 
those very people come out and 
denounce you, you must ask a lot 
of questions/’ 

‘?The one-party system has a 
lot of weaknesses, because there 
are no challenges.” be said. 

One way of providing a chal- 
lenge would be to allow single 
issue pressure groups such as 
youth, trade union and women’s 
movements. Ngombale Mwira 
said. 

But political opposition parties 
could not be rifled out. 

“This debate will continue and 
if that is what people want, then 
there will have to be steps to 
allow other parties," tbe party 
ideology chief said. 

Tbe debate in the CCM began 
not as a result of popular cla- 
mour, street protests or strikes, 
but at tbe bidding of party chair- 
man Julius Nyerere. 

Nyerere led Tanzania to inde- 
pendence from Britain in 1961 
and developed tbe CCM’s ideolo- 


gy of Socialism and self-reliance, 
but he stepped down as president 
in 1985. 

“Tanzanians should not... be- 
lieve that a one-party state is 
God’s wish.” said Nyerere said 
last month in a speech which 
opened the debate on political 
changes. 

“It is now possible to have 
alternative parties if only to over- 
come problems relaxed to com- 
placency jn a single-party sys- 
tem,” he added. 

Diplomatic sources said Nye- 
rere, who has seen much of his 
economic thinking reversed by 
the market-oriented policies of 
his successor AH Hassan Mwinyi, 
was Hatching at tiie last of his 
ideals. 

“Nyerere was badly shaken by 
events in East Europe, he’s 
scared of seeing his life’s work 
swept away,” said ooe source. 

Tanzania’s readiness to cfccass a 
multi-party system contrasts with 
toe attitude of many other Afri- 
can countries, whose leaders say 


they have nothing to (earn from 
East Europe. 

President Daniel Arap Moi in 
.neighbouring Kenya said binntly 
last month that Africa is not yet 
ready for multi-party politics. 

But one diplomat said the de- 
bate in Tanzania was being 
orchestrated for appearance’s 
sake and the CCM hardliners 
would not readily give up power. 

“They are allowing this debate 
but they are not really going to 
take the lid off,” he said. 

“We don’t need a multi-party 
system, that's very bourgeois,**' 
said Aflcad Kwcka, a profe s sor of. 
development studies at Dar Es 
Salaam University who attended 
the CCM symposium. 

“Opposition parties would just 
be ran by foreigners wanting to 
interfere," he added. 

Diplomats say the Tanzanian 
government has ruled without re- 
sorting to force to control its 
people and there arc few political 
prisoners. 
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Jordan’s postal 
system — many 

gaps despite 

innovations 


By Saeda KHani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

OVER 100 miliioQ fetters pas- 
sed through the Jordanian Post- 
al system last year. Facsimile 
system — “electronic mail” — 
was also introduced in 1989. 
However, the post office sys- 
tem in the Kingdom leaves a lot 
to be desired, particularly the 
distribution network, and there- 
is also a chronic shortage of 
post office boxes — the only 
means to have an address to 
receive mail. 

A combination of several fac- 
tors, including undelivered 
mail, late deliveries, distant 
offices and the absence ' of a 
door-to-door delivery network, 
impart the impression of an 
inefficient, disorganised system 
to many people. Bnr in reality, 
new techniques have been in- 
troduced and other innovations 
have been incorporated to for- 
malise a healthy new system; 
yet many problems seem to 
linger, with no solution in the 
near future. Lack of funds is 
cited as one of the major contri- 
butors to the weaknesses in the 
system. 

One of the most-heard com- 
plaints is that of the inevitable 
process of having to visit the 
post office every day to collect 
mail from the post box since 
there is no door-to-door deliv- 
ery system. 

“Just going to the post office 
is an effort by itself; no one can 
predict when letters arrive; I 
am obliged to take the trip 
every day when I am expecting 
an important letter... and this 
really bothers me,” says 
Mohammad Atwa, owner of a 
small business. “I can spend the 


daily half hour for better pur- 
poses.” 

Many others who share the 
same view appear resigned to 
accepting the situation and do 
not take the problem seriously, 
since they say they have “lost 
hope” for improved postal ser- 
vices, not only because of the 
absence of a personal delivery 
system but also of several other 
factors. 

“I have little confidence in 
the local postal services,” said a 
businessman who declined to 
be identified. “Often my letters 
do not arrive on time. Some- 
times I end up with others’ mail . 
in my post box; it could happen 
to me too. Nowadays, I send all 
my mail under registered post 
add advise my clients to do the 
same when they send letters to 
me. It costs more, but is safer.” 





Despite innovations and introduction of new 
techniques, the Jordanian postal system has a lot 


of gaps, partteularfy in terns mail deliveries (file 
photo) 


absence of a door-to-door de- 
livery system in Jordan owed its 
origins to the absence of clear 
street names and bouse num- 
bers. ’It is a very long process 
and a difficult one indeed,” Jazi 
told the Jordan Times. "The 
ministry, together with Amman 


One of the most-heard complaints is that 
of the inevitable process of having to visit 
the post office every day to collect mail 
from the post box since there is no door-to- 
door delivery system. 


Abdullah A1 Jazi, secretary 
general of the Ministry of Com- 
munications and Transport, 
underlined the continued en- 
deavours of the ministry to im- 
prove die system. “First of all, 
delay in delivering outward 
post is not oar fault. The delay 
is on the other side — the 
countries of destination, and 
this was affirmed by a surprise 
inspection carried out by the 
International Post Union 
(IPU).” 

Jazi also explained that the 


Municipality, are working on 
numbering bouses and streets 
in Amman. Once this process is 
complete, then it will be much 
easier to introduce a door-to- 
door mail delivery system.” 
For the average citizen, 
however, it is almost impossible 
to obtain a post box in the 
nearest post office, or any post 
office for that matter. There 
seems no way but to try to get 
the nearest post office box 
possible, and the nearest 
appear to be the farthermost 


for many. "It has been more 
than three months that I am 
trying to get a post office box 
but it seems useless; what I am 
trying to do now is to employ 
"wasta* (connections) to make it 
succeed,” was the comment of 
• a resident of Wadi Seer. 

The problem gets a new 
dimension when seen in light of 
the fact that there are over 
110,000 post boxes in the King- 
dom. In Amman alone, there 
are 31 post offices, in addition 
to 30 others in the capital's 
suburbs. The location of the 
post offices is based on an 
assessment of local population 
and their needs, according to 
Jazi. “There are also annual 
plans to open new post offices, 
but high rents seem to be an 
obbstade,” he added. 

Other people seem to have 
another problem with the post- 
al system and its employees. If 
some of the criticism is levelled 
at what is described as laziness 
of postal workers, some others 
involve charges that letters are 
delivered opened or that postal 
staff read some of the mail 
before dispatch. 

“Once it happened to me,” 


said a woman who declined to 
be identified. "I left the post 
office after registering a letter. 
But, I forgot my car keys and 
had to go back to get them, and 
I found the derk behind the 
counter reading my letter,” she 
said. 

Jazi said such complaints 
should be brought direct to his 
attention and promised im- 
mediate and prompt action 
against the concerned postal 
employee. “People should not 
hesitate to report such inci- 
dents,” he said. 

Another complaint, this time 
from those who use the main 
post office downtown, is the 
“chronic shortage” of change at 
the counters. It involves alleged 
short-changing. 

"The counter staff, as a rule, 
claim they do not have small 
change, such as 10 fib,” re- 
counted an expatriate worker. 
“Every time you give him 200 
fib for stamps worth 160 fib. 
you get 30 fib in change. What 
happens to the 10 fib? ’We do 
not have change,' is the answer. 
And if you persist, they will say 
take your 200 fib and return 
the stamp’.” 


Gambling Is a religion in Australian outback 


By Michael Perry 1 

Reuters 

KALGOORLDE, Australia — 
His weathered hand clasping a 
fist full of dollars, Dave Sheehan 
leans back against the hot tin wall 
of his two-up gambling ring in the 
middle of the Australian outback. 

In the centre of the ring it’s a 
Mistering 43 degrees Centigrade 
(109 Fahrenheit) as his son Dave 
tosses two coins high into die air. 

“It’s never too hot to stop the 
game,” says Dave Senior with a 
wry smile. 

Two-up is a game in which 
gamblers bet on how two old 
pennies from Australia’s pre-de- 
ritual currency days will land af- 
ter being thrown into the air. 

The coins are placed on a piece 
of wood, one showing the “tail” 
side and one showing the “head” 
side, and bets are placed on 
whether they will both land show- 
ing heads of tails. 

In Australia gambling is re- 
garded as a national pastime, but 
in this mining town in the heart of 
the Western Australian gold- 
fields, it’s more akin to a religion. 

In 1983 when the two-up ring 
was briefly forced to close by 


police, one old-time player who 
died had his ashes scattered over 
the ring. Another at the turn of 
the century had his mates toss the 
pennies on his coffin before 
covering it with dirt. 

Situated in the middle of a hos- 
tile desert environment, not un- 
like Las Vegas, KalgoorBe has 
always been driven by the lure of 
instant wealth. 

"Hus place is rotten keen on 
gambling,” said Geoff Brabazon, 
secretary of the Kalgoorhe/boul- 
der racing dub. 

“It was founded by gamblers 
looking for gold and it's never 
changed,” he said. 

Dave Sheehan and ins four 
sons, plus a silent partner, ran tire 
Kalgoortie bush two-up school 
seven kilometres north of the 
town. 

It’s an incongruous site — a 
large circular tin shed with its 
roof cut out, surrounded by a 
fleet of cars and taxis in the 
middle of nowhere. 

As the temperature soars, 
Dave’s eldest son BiD rips a sheet 
of tin from the wall. 

“There, a bit of air-condition- 
ing,” he laughs, as a swirl of dust 
and beat wreaks havoc with the 


piles of 50 and lOO dotlar bills 
around the ring. 

Despite its transient appear- 
ance the ring, which has operated 
in various locations in and around 
Kalgoorhe since the late 1800s 
when the town was the centre of 
die Australian goldrnsh, is an 
institution. 

Tour buses turn off at the 
crudely-painted tin sign dedaring 
“two-up” and make the journey 
along the bumpy dirt tracks that 


noon. 

“I wouldn’t try talking to the 
boys when they’re playing. Even 
I keep my mouth shot,” said 
Dave, who was quite happy to 
chat, having already lost 1,000 
dollars and pulled out of the 
game. 

Dave became involved in run- 
ning two-up after World War Q, 
and for 37 years played a cat and 
mouse game with local police. 

He would drive around town 


In Australia gamb ling is regarded as a national 
pastime, but in a mining town in the heart of the Western 
Australian goldfields, it's more akin to a religion. In 1983 
when the two-op ring was briefly forced to dose by 
police, one oM-time player who died had his ashes 
scattered over the ring. 


lead to the ring. 

But tourists are a minor dis- 
traction to Dave, whose calloused 
hands and gnarled feet testify to a 
lifetime in the goldfields, and the 
school’s hardy regulars, who 
often travel the 600 kilometres 
from Perth for a week of gamb- 
ling. 

Two-up is a serious game 
where tens of thousands of dol- 
lars can change hands in an after- 


picking np players in his red 
chevy and then head into the 
bush, while police would climb 
the local dock tower to follow his 
dusty path with binoculars. 

“I've been pinched a few 
times,” he said laconically. “No 
matter where we went they 
seemed to find us.” 

In 1983 the game was dosed for 
a month and many old-time play- 


ers died. 

“A lot of them lived alone in 
camps, either as widowers or 
bachelors, and the game gave 
them a sense of purpose,” said 
Dave's youngest son Dan. 

“Maybe the two-up's demise 
added a morose note to their 
existence and gave some of them 
little will to live,” he said. 

When the game was finally 
legalised it found a permanent 
home at Brown Hill, an oddly 
named spot as There’s not a Pfill 
in Sight 

Dave believes legality has im- 
proved the game. 

“It’s more ordered,” he said. 
“And we now have women com- 
ing out here and they're good 
players — they don’t mind bet- 
ting big.” 

While the game has attracted 
its share of exotic characters, like 
Coffin Hat, Big Fred and Jack the 
Jew, it has always been ran on a 
strict code of ethics: No alcohol 
or children at games, and no 
games on Good Friday, Christ- 
mas Day, during local race meet- 
ings or on pay day. 

‘We gotta let them take their 
money home to their wives,” said 
Dave with a grin. 


Indonesia toughens moves 
to curb raw rattan smuggling 


By Kenneth L. Whiting 

The Associated Press 

JAKARTA — The contraband 
was cleverly disguised as empty 
baskets — but alert customs 
agents were not fooled, and three 
shipping containers fulled with 
loosely woven wicker baskets 
were impounded. 

Unidentified culprits were ac- 
cused of trying to sneak raw 
rattan out of Indonesia in the 
form of finished goods, which can 
be exported legally. Officials said 
the baskets were to be dismantled 
in another country and the rattan 
crafted into more valuable pro- 
ducts. 

Though this is rattan — not 
gold, diamonds or paintings by 
old masters — smugglers can't 
say they haven't been warned: “I 
may have to use the subversion 
law and threaten smugglers with 
the death penalty,” Attorney 
General Sukarton Marmosud- 
jono said. 

A government prosecutor de- 
manded life imprisonment and a 
fine of 30 mOhan rupias ($16,593) 
in the case of H.W. Ng, who was 
in charge with illegally exporting 
almost 2,000 tons of raw rattan to 
Hong Kong and Taiwan. Ng fled 
Indonesia before sentencing. 

Indonesia's jungles produce 
more than 80 per cent of the 


world's rattan, and the country 
once exported in huge quantities 
the great vines of the long flexible 
wood that grows wild. 

Rattan — as well as reeds, and 
canes, dried grasses and other 
flexible materials such as twisted 
paper — are used to construct 
wicker furniture, baskets and 
other items. 

But rattan, willow and bamboo 
are the most popular of these 
natural fibers, according to indus- 
try sources in Jakarta; and. after 
timber, rattan is the most impor- 
tant forest product in South-east 
Asia. 

Indonesia made relatively little 
money from its rattan, though it 
enjoyed a near-monopoly, be- 
cause it exported only the low- 
value raw materia] — not the 
finished furniture products. 

Foreign manufacturers, chiefly 
in Taiwan, Hong Kong and Chi- 
na, got the profits. 

A ban was imposed on the 
export of all raw rattan in late 
1986. A later decree specified 
that semi-processed vines and 
cane-webbing could leave the 
country only in the form of furni- 
ture or other finished products. 
Both the Philippines and Thai- 
land bad earlier taken similar 
measures in 1977. Malaysia did so 
last year. 

The aim was to develop a 


domestic furniture manufacture 
industry, and create jobs. 

Similar methods were success- 
fully used to force the growth of a 
domestic plywood industry. After 
a ban was imposed on the export 
of uncut hardwood logs in 1985, 
Indonesia became the world's 
leading source of plywood, and it 
hopes to do the same with rattan. 

“At present, we are the world's, 
biggest exporter of plywood, and 
in the near future it is hoped that 
this will be followed by the export 
of finished goods made of rattan, 
which is a natural resource pos- 
sessed by few other countries," 
said President Suharto. 

The European Community, the 
United States and others have 
criticised the ban. pointing out 
that Indonesia was a member of 
the General Agreement on Ta- 
riffs and Trade which discourages 
non-tariff barriers. 

Other critics said the ban was 
imposed before Indonesia estab- 
lished itself as a producer of 
quality finished products. 

Heavy stockpiling of raw rat- 
tan before the ban was enforced 
and considerable smuggling since 
then, have given importers a few 
years breathing space. New 
sources of supply are also being 
developed in Vietnam and Papua 
New Guinea. 
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Royal commission named 

(Continued from page 1) Mohammad Kbeir Mamscr; wri- 
ters and journalists Mo hammad 
(writer); Alcram Zuaiter (Upper Ahmad A wad, Abdullah A1 
House member and historian); Malta, Sultan H a ttab and 
Aida Mullac (political activist Mahmoud Shenf; Abaul balam 
from Irbid); Iyad Qattan (direc- A1 Majah (former minister and 
tor of the Royal Cultural Centre ex-president of the Umyeraty of 
and a writer); Deputies Abdullah Jordrni); Ito AtaTi^ 

Ensour (independent); Jamal (chief of protocol); Ab Suhennat 
Khreisha' (independent); Saad (former minister and 
Hail Shronr (indpendent); mayor of Amman); WahibSi^ 

Ahmad Quteish Al Azaideh (representative of 

(Muslim Brotherhood); Moham- Democratic Party); Hosm Ayesh 

mad Abu Ofeim (independent); (a literal ! 

Tatar Al Masri (independent); of *e Uppw *£**1£Z 


Jamal Saraireh (Muslim sym- mart); Abdul Rahim Omar (poet 
pathiser); professors Labib and president of the Jor^ Wn 
Kataaawi, Sahban Kideifot, ten’ Association), and Tidier 
Fatvazi Gharaibeh, Sobhi Al Hikmat (former minister and 
Qasem, Adnan Al Bakhit and prominent lawyer). 

tares pursues rightist support 

{Cantoned from page D starts the Palestmian-IsraeH tfia- 


* party advocates Jewish set- 
iment in the occupied West 
ink and Gaza Strip. 

“If Likud is not able to keep its 
ra people," I think the National 
eligions Party... must start 
gotiating with the leader of the 
w government.” Ytgal Bibi of 
e party said Sunday. 

The ultra-orthodox Shas and 
8gd Hatorah parties, who feri- 
w the guidelines of their elderly 
ges, also seemed likely to 
itch to backing Labour. 

Peres has p r edi ct e d that the 
descinian uprising would wane 
toe a Labour-led government 


logue. Tlf , 

la interviews with two Hebrew 
dailies, Peres described the con- 
flict with the Palestinians as 
Israel’s “biggest burden,” and 
pledged he would give the issue 
top priority. 

Peres also predicted a peace 
process would prompt the Soviet 
Union to upgrade ties and allow 
direct Moscow-Tel Aviviligbts to 
expedite Jewish immigration. 

Peres told the socialist Al 
Hamishmar daily that once his 
government is installed Israel 
would “give a positive answer” to 
Baker’s proposals. , 




For all your: 


Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmei&ani 
P.O. Box 780b 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 604676. 6046% 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Tata ii—y h iwnlliM t 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638m 


RENT 

Saadi Real Estate 
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Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
In West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Open daily 12:00 - 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 / 




The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 

/ CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, nearKiio 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 -3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight / 
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Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
size 30% larger 

* Free enlarge* 
moot 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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Dally Ramadan Iftar 
Buffet 

i at Swimming Pool 
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Roof Top Restaurant 

JD 7.000 for adults 
JD 3.500 for children 
For reservation 
[L call 660000 - 1 S a k 
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conomy 




RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil (AP) 
— Despite warnings from Presi- 
dent Fernando Conor de Mdk). law 
makers seemed poised Sunday to 
drastically alter the new leader's 
anti-inflation shock therapy that 
has thrown people out of work. 

r ingress was scheduled to 
meet late Sunday and all day 
Monday to vote on Collor's 
three-week-old plan to fight 
hyperinflation that reached 4.850 
per cent last year. 

One of 10 items on the agenda 
is measure 168, considered the 
heart of the plan, which froze for 
IS months assets of overSl^OO in 
bank savings accounts and over 
$600 in short-term money market 
deposits. 

The move took about $115 
billion — 80 per cent of all bank 
deposits — out of circulation 
overnight, and while officials say 
inflation is coming down, the plan 
has put the economy on the brink 
of a major recession. 

On Saturday, Representative 
Osmundo Reboucas of the Brazi- 
lian Democratic Movement Par- 
ty, charged with reviewing mea- 
sure 168. tiled his report and 
suggested major changes. 

Reboucas’s proposal, which 
' will be submitted to the lull con- 
gress in place of Collor's original 
measure, would allow savings 
account withdrawals in install- 
ments of $4,800 every third 
month beginning in July. 

“This plan is a bomb. Any 
mistake will throw os into an 
inflationary explosion or a terri- 
ble recession," Reboucas said. 

Reboucas' centre-left Demo- 
cratic Movement Party is the 
largest in congress with 179 of 570 
seats. Brazil's Communist Party 
and the leftist Workers Party also 
have condemned the package. 

Five centrist parties holding a 
solid majority in the congress 
have demanded substantial 
changes to the plan by Collor, a 
member of the centre-right 
National Reconstruction Party, 
which bolds just 24 congressional 
seats. 

Collor, who announced the 
package March 16, one day after 
taking office as Brazil's first free- 
ly elected president in 29 years, 
warned Saturday that the bank 
freeze was non-oegotiable and 
crucial to defeating inflation. 

“We have already liquidated 
inflation. Now, I wish to be part- 
ners in the success of the plan 
because I won't be a partner in 
tragedy if the plan is altered," be 
said during a visit to his home 
state of Alagoas on Brazil's 
northeastern Atlantic coast. 

Collor said the ceiling of $1 ,200 
on bank withdrawals was not 
"picked out of the air" but 
selected by economists after de- 
tailed studies. 

“There is no return from the 
plan. Our ships have been 
burned, and now we either win or 
we win," he said. 

Collor instituted the plan, 
which also included a 30-day 
price freeze and a new national 
currency, with a series of 26 
“provisional measures." The me- 
asures become law immediately 
but can be voted down by con- 
gress within 30 days. 

Legislators, who thus far have 
passed four measures intact and 
eight with minor modifications, 
are expected to vote on the entire 
Lockage by mid-week, as the 
0-day deadline is nearing and 
Friday is a national holiday for 
Easter. 

If Reboucas’ proposal is pas- 
sed, Collor can veto it. But con- 
gress can overturn the veto with a 
simple majority. 

Most congressmen are up for 
re-election this fall, and many are 
worried that if they support Col- 
lor’s plan they will lose their jobs 
in the event of a recession — 
which now seems imminent. 

Half of Sao Paulo state's 
370,000 auto workers are on en- 
forced collective holiday, onion 
groups say some 200,000 workers 
have been fired nationwide — 
with huge lines forming at unem- 
ployment offices in major dties 
ail last week — and major com- 
panies forced to borrow from 
banks to pay salaries. 

“If tile government doesn’t in- 
ject money into the economy we 
won't have a recession, but a 
disaster,*' said Luiz Antonio de 
Medeiros, president of the Sao 
Paulo Metalworkers Union, and 
considered a moderate. 

Others fear an economic disas- 
ter, whatever congress does. 

“We will see a brutal recession 
if congress doesn't lift the ceiling 
on bank withdrawals. But I fear a 
run on the banks that will pro- . 
voke a hyperinflation if they do," 
said Alexandre Banos, a consul- 
tant to local and multinational 
businessmen. 


Soviet Union, East 
Europe to support 
private property 


BONN (R) — Moscow and its 
reformist allies, in a move un- 
thinkable only months ago, have 
accepted an international accord 
committing them tc jack private 
property, free enterprise and 
multi-party democracy, delegates 
to an East- West economic confer- 
ence said Monday. 

The pledges were contained in 
a draft final document agreed by 
35 nations attending a conference 
on economic cooperation in 
Europe, which has been meeting 
here since March. 

The document, submitted by 
six neutral countries on Monday, 
was based largely on proposals 
from the European Community 
(EC) and the United States. 

Although not legally binding, it 
represents a formal commitment 
by the reformist Communist 
countries to step further down the 
path of Western-style free mar- 
kets and make their currencies 
convertible. 

■’Fifteen months ago you 
couldn't even have got close to 
such a document." a Western 
delegate said. 

Officials and businessmen from 
the United States, Canada and all 
European countries except Alba- 
nia are attending the conference, 
which ends Wednesday. 

The meeting is an offshoot of 
the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) 
launched by the 1975 Helsinki 
Accords on human rights and 
East-West relations. 

“The document now agreed 
acknowledges the relationship 
between political pluralism and 
market economies," said Irish 
Industry and Commerce Minister 
Desmond O'Malley, addressing 
the conference on behalf of the 
12-nation £C. 

“We now agree to pursue mar- 
ket principles and have specified 
how these are to be implemented 
— through provision of more 
complete economic and commer- 
cial information, through promo- 
tion of direct business contacts, 


through the free flow of trade, 
capital and investment and by 
ensuring that market conditions 
in our countries actually stimulate 
business enterprise.'* 

The draft, which could still be 
altered slightly, states that all 35 
countries “recognise that demo- 
cratic institutions and economic 
freedom foster economic and so- 
cial progress." 

“Participating states... recog- 
nise that the performance of 
market-based economies relies 
primarily on the freedom of indi- 
vidual enterprise... (and) believe 
that economic freedom for the 
individual includes the right free- 
ly to own, buy. sell and otherwise 
utilise property,” it adds. 

The document was produced 
after intensive negotiations be- 
tween Eastern and Western dele- 
gates throughout the weekend. 

Washington succeeded in hav- 
ing almost all of the points it 
made in a set of “Bonn principles 
for economic cooperation” in- 
cluded in the document, starting 
with a commitment to “multi- 
party democracy based on free, 
periodic and genuine elections." 

But the United Stales also 
made concessions in order to win 
the support of the Soviet Union. 
These included toning down a 
commitment to private property 
and a call for unrestricted capital 
flow in favour of a commitment 
to expand “the free flow of trade, 
capital, investment and repatria- 
tion of profits in convertible cur- 
rencies.” 

Delegates said a pledge to pur- 
sue “policies that promote social 
justice and improve living and 
working conditions" was inserted 
partly at the insistence of the 
Soviet Union. 

The final document is divided 
into four sections: Development 
and diversification of economic 
relations, industrial cooperation, 
cooperation in specific areas 
(such as energy and the environ- 
ment) and monetary and financial 
aspects. 


Pepsico, Soviets to 
sigsi Sib deal — paper 


NEW YORK (R) — Pepsico Inc. 
and the. Soviet Union expect to 
sign a $3 billion agreement to 
barter Pepsi-Cola for ships and 
Vodka, the New York Times 
reported Monday. 

The accord, expected to be 
signed Monday, would be the 
biggest deal ever between a U.S. 
corporation and the Soviet Un- 
ion. 

The deal would greatly expand 
Pepsi-Cola's availability in the 
Soviet Union, the newspaper re- 
ported. It also would allow Pepsi- 
Co for the first time to take its 
profits out not only in StoUchnaya 
vodka but in freighters and tank- 
ers as well. 

Company officials could not 
immediately be reached for com- 
ment on the report. 

The Pepsico deal is being close- 
ly watched as an indicator of 
whether Western companies can 
prosper in the Soviet market, 
now opening under the reform 
policies of President Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 

Since 1974, Pepsico has ship- 
ped its soft-drink syrup to the 
Soviet Union, made it into cola 
and sold the bottled product. It 
has taken out its profits in Sto- 
hchnaya, which is sold in the Un- 
ited States through a third party. 

Under the new arrangement, 
the Soviet Union would trade at 
least 10 tankers and freighters, 
ranging in size from 28,600 ton- 
nes to 65,000 tonnes, with a total 
value of more than $300 million, 
the Times reported. 


The new deal also would let 
Pepsico increase its Soviet bot- 
tling network from 26 to 50 
plants. It would eventually make 
possible die nationwide distribu- 
tion of soft drinks in aluminium 
cans and plastic bottles, instead 
of the cumbersome glass bottles 
now used. 

Pepsico, which is based in 
Purchase. New York, had sales 
last year of more than $15 billion, 
making it one of the first com- 
panies to enter the Soviet market. 

The $3 billion value of the 
contract represents retail sales of 
Pepsi-Cola and StoUchnaya vod- 
ka until the year 2000, die news- 
paper said. That figure assumes a 
devaluation of the rouble, which 
is not freely traded on world 
currency markets. 

Using Moscow’s official ex- 
change rate for the rouble, the 
deal's value is closer to $9 billion 
— $1.5 billion for vodka and $7.5 
billion for Pepsi-Coia in the 
Soviet Union. 

Pepsico last year sold soft 
drinks in the Soviet Union worth 
about 300 million roubles, valued 
at $500 milUon at official govern- 
ment exchange rates. 

The new contract is expected to 
be signed in Moscow by senior 
officilas of the Soviet Commis- 
sion of Agriculture and Procure- 
ment; Sudexport, a shipbuilding 
agency; Sojuzplodoimport, which 
has authority over soft drinks and 
vodka; and Pepsico Chairman 
Donald M. Kendall. 


Ford switches 
new investment 


LONDON (R) — The Ford 
Motor Company said Monday it 
would switch £225 million ($369 
million) of investment planned for 
British plants to West Germany, 
partly because of unreliable sup- 
plies from its British factories. 

The money had been intended 
for the second phase of engine 
production at Ford factories in 
south Wales. The fust phase is 
costing about £500 million ($820 
million). 

But a statement by the U.S. car 
giant’s British subsidiary said it 
had taken the decision to move 
the second phase from factories 
in south Wales to Ford’s Cologne 
plant after evaluating its manu- 
facturing plans in Europe. 

It added: “Our revised power- 
train (engine and transmission) 
requirements would have re- 
sulted in too great a percentage of 
engines being sourced from Bri- 
tain, particularly in the light of 
the unreliability of supply we 
have experien ed in our British 
plants in recent years.” A Ford 
spokesman, asked to clarify, cited 


a series of strikes earlier this year 
at British plants which cut sup- 
plies of parts to other British and 
European factories and resulted 
in £800 million ($1.3 billion) in 
lost production. 

Ford also said it had reversed 
plans to take an engine out of 
production at Bridgend, in south 
Wales, which would cut space 
available for making new en- 
gines. 

The company said the plants at 
Bridgend and Swansea where the 
£225 million was originally des- 
tined would remain key areas in 
its European manufacturing, 

“If we are able to achieve the 
increased levels of efficiency and 
production for which we are plan- 
ning, and if doubts about the 
reliability of supplies can be re- 
solved, Bridgend and Swansea 
will be considered for further 
engine programmes and other 
component work.” 

Ford said it would invest more 
than £2-2 billion ($3.6 billion) in 
Britain over the next five years. 


India has long been acc us ed of unfair trade 
practices and Mdhg on transfer of modern 
technology as a precondition for foreign invest- 


ments. It is now offering liberalised cootMtioos for 
foreign investors. 


India pledges more liberal 
foreign Investment climate 


NEW DELHI (R) — Indian 
Prime Minister Yishwanath Pra- 
tap Singh said Monday his gov- 
ernment would promote a more 
liberal climate for foreign invest- 
ment and free industry from 
bureaucratic controls. 

Addressing a World Economic 
Forum meeting on India, Singh 
said his country's foreign invest- 
ment policy “is not implemented 
as smoothly and transparently as 
it should be. Procedures are dila- 
tory and there are unnecessary 
delays.” 

“We recognise that foreign in- 
vestment can make an important 
contribution in our effort to mod- 
ernise our industry, make it more 
competitive internationally, and 
give it marketing links in highly 
competitive world markets," he 
said. 

In his first major address to the 
business community since assum- 
ing office in December, Smgb 
said the government was con- 
sidering raising the ceiling on 
foreign equity from 40 per cent 
for high-technology and export- 
orientated ventures. 

The government would also 
approve “on a near automatic 
basis” projects with less than 40 
per cent foreign equity," he said. 

Foreign investment in India, 


which edged up to $188 million in 
1989 from 160 million the pre- 
vious year, was still much smaller 
than the economy could absorb, 
mostly because of red tape, be 
said. 

The United States, which last 
May branded India as an unfair 
trader section 301 of its omnibus 
trade act, has long complained 
about India’s investment climate. 

Washington says India must 
negotiate trade complaints by a 
June 16 deadline or face sanc- 
tions. India has so for refused to 
do so. 

Singh also said the government 
was trying to unshackle 
bureaucratic controls on industry 
and simplify industrial licensing. 

“Our past experience shows 
these regulations do not achieve 
the objective for which they were 
introduced. Instead, they encour- 
age delay and inefficiency and 
also become a source of corrup- 
tion. 

“Very often these controls 
have been used by vested in- 
terests to perpetuate monopoly 
and restrict competition.” 

He said the government’s main 
economic priority was developing 
rural areas, where the vast major- 
ity of India's 820 million people 
live. 


“There is a market of around 
100 mil lion consumers in India 
who have surplus purchasing 
power," die prime minister said. 

“This is a large market and an 
important positive factor in asses- 
sing India’s industrial prospects. 
It can be made very much larger 
if rural prosperity can be in- 
creased." 

Singh's predecessor Rajiv Gan- 
dhi first took India on the path of 
liberalisation in 1985, and Singh 
said deregulation would continue 
and the government would keep 
the tax structure as simple as 
possible. 

Corporate tax rates in die 1990/ 
91 budget (April-March) were 
reduced to an average of 40 per 
cent from 50 per cent. 

Singh said the new trade policy 
announced March 30 greatly re- 
duced import duties on capital 
goods needed by exporters, and 
the government was moving to a 
regime of fiscal controls rather 
than import quotas. 

“Indian industry has now come 
of age and should be able to 
compete with lower rates of duty 
protection. Reduced levels of pro- 
tection will reduce our domestic 
costs of production making our 
{noducts more competitive inter- 
nationally,'’ Singh said. 


Iran says 


to pay 

NICOSIA (Agencies) — An Ira- 
nian official said Sunday France 
had agreed to make payment on a 
loan straining Tehran-Paris rela- 
tions for more than a decade. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Mahmoud Vaezi said that in his 
talks with a visiting French de- 
legation last week, it was agreed 
that Paris would make further 
payment on a $1 billion loan 
made by Iran to France before 
the 1979 revolution. 

Speaking on Tehran Radio, 
monitored in Nicosia, Vaezi said 
be could not disclose the amount 
Paris had agreed to pay. 

The announcement followed 
talks in Tehran last week with the 
visiting secretary-general of the 
French Foreign Ministry, Fran- 
cois Scbeer. 

Vaezi said be hoped the dis- 
pute would be settled in talks 
scheduled to be held in Paris next 
month. 

A settlement has been pre- 
dicted each time the two officials 
have met. They met in Tehran 
last January, and in Paris a month 
before that. 

The radio said the dispute cen- 
tered around Paris' failure to 
repay $370 million of the $1 
billion loan. It added that another 
$52* million loan, plus accrued 
interest and damages for broken 
contracts, also had to be paid by 
France. 

The Iranian loan in 1974 was to 
secure a 10 per cent stake in the 
French-based uranium enrich- 
ment consortium, Eurodif. 

But Paris froze the deposit in 
1979, when Iran's Islamic revolu- 
tion cancelled the nuclear power 
generation programme of the 
previous government, including 
two half-completed reactors in 
the south built by France's Fra- 
matome. 

France has repaid $630 million 
dollars of the $1 billion debt in 
two instalments. 

Vaezi said in last week’s talks 
Paris had dropped claims 
amounting to millions of dollars 
to compensate for contracts 
broken by Iran. 

Paris “believed that we owe 
them money, whereas we be- 
lieved. and still do believe, that 
we are the lenders. They have 
agreed to make payments, and 
we have entered serious negotia- 
tions with them over the 
amount," Vaezi said. 



Monday, April 9, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deutscbemaxt 
Swiss franc 


Boy Sd 

670.0 674.0 
1098.4 1105.0 
395.9 398-3 
447 J 450.0 


French franc 117.8 118.5 

Japanese yen (for 100) 428-2 430.8 

Dutch guilder 351.6 353.7 

Swedish crown 109.4 II0.1 

Italian lira (for 100) 53.9 54J» 

Belgian franc (for 10) 191 .6 192.7 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar al midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6390/6400 

U.S. dollar 

1.1630/40 

Canadian dollar 

1.6903/10 

Dcutschemarks 

1.9005/15 

Dutch guilders 

1.4948/55 

Swiss francs 

34.93/98 

Belgian francs 

5.6780/6830 

French francs 

1242/1243 

Italian lire 

156.90/157.00 

Japanese yen 

6.1290/1340 

Swedish crowns 

6.5490/5540 

Norwegian crowns 

6.4625/75 

Danish crowns 

378.70/379.10 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Australia’s share market dosed firmer on the Tokyo 
market's strong performance and renewed interest from overseas. 
The AJl-Ordinaries ended 15.3 up at 1,528.2. 

TOKYO — Share prices rose sharply in active trade on a stronger 
yen after a Group of Seven nations (G-7) meeting on Satuiday 
agreed to prop up the currency. The NikJcei surged 1,119.15 to 
30,397.93. 

HONG KONG — Prices of Hong Kong blue chips dosed 
fractionally easier after a day of featureless trading with no news 
in the pipeline. The Hang Seng dosed down 1.38 at 2,954.74. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices wre weaker across the board on- 
reduced volume despite a gain on Tokyo’s Nikkei index. The 
Straits Times Index shed 2.50 points to end at 1,505.80. 

BOMBAY — Share prices drifted lower in sluggish, directionless 
trading. The Bombay Stock Exchange Index shed 0.77 points to 
end at 769.97. 

FRANKFURT — Share prices fell sharply across die board in very 
light trading. The Dax Index dosed 23.98 points, or 1.2 pet, 
lower, at 1,923.86. 

PARIS — The 'Paris bourse ended at a record high for the thrid 
successive session in strong demand from foreign investors for 
blue chips such as Peugeot and Thomson. The CAC-40 index 
ended at 2,083.90. 

ZURICH — Swiss shares edged lower on selected ptofit taking in 
the second half. The SPI Index closed 2.4 points lower at 1,081.9. 

LONDON — Shares secured narrow gains in late trading as die 
market gleaned support from gains in Wall Street's Dow Jones 
industrial average. The FTSE was up 6.6 at 2227.7. 

MEW YORK — Special situations stood out in a moderately 
higher but thinly traded market. TTie Dow was ahead six at about 
2723 after rising to 2729 before mild profit-taking set in. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY APRIL ID, 1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Caittfi Rtgtiter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Make whatever articles of apparel 
or furnishing about you in good 
condition so that your whole sur- 
roundings are much more attrac- 
tive. Seize the chance to organise 
the future. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Today consider your financial posi- 
tion and how it can tie improved, 
you are under good influence to 
enjoy social companions you like. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Get your appearance and your 
health in good condition in the 
morning, then in the evening study 
more practical ways to make your 
dreams come true. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Discuss with attachment the down 
to earth ways to better succeed 
today, then in the evening you can 
go out on the town , have a wonder- 
ful time. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
Jnly 21) Consult with friends and 
acquaintances how best to make 
social affairs work out to your 
annual advantage, then enjoy your 
attachment. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Take 
some time out early to make 
arrangements for future activities 
in the outside world and later your 
more personal future desires. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Consider well the various new 
ambitions which most activate you. 


then you will be able io g=i w* 

the world of pleasure and activity, 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
22) Whatever you have in rauid 
concerning getting nd of 
made can be quickly accomplished 
now. then you will be able to be of) 
to new pleasures. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 ro Novem- 
ber 21) Today contact associate* 
and partners to make some defimte 
arrangements with them after 
which you can have a very happy 
romantic evening. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 » 
December 21 1 Much work can he 
very well achieved by you in the 
moming by just pitching in and 
doing it, then in the evening get on 
to whatever you wish in do m 
public. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
J anuary 20) Plan the routine plea- 
sures you want to engage in during 
coming evening - , spend the day 
wiih those you work with side-by- 
side. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Do what is accessary a: 
your residence to make conditions 
as you wish them to be there, after 
which get out tonight where you 
can have a ball. 

PISCES: February 20 to March 20) 
This ts the day and evening lor you 
to make sure you do find out what 
your family wants you tc do and 
then do it in a gracious and cordial 
fashion- 


THE Daily Crossword by Dorothy B Martin 


ACROSS 
1 Precious 
S Escapade 
10 Wiles 

14 Farm unt 

15 — donna 

16 Grade 

17 Pretense 

1& Hindu queens 

19 "Baked «n — " 

20 Timely salute 

23 Seines 

24 Faction 

25 Hue 

28 Bordets on 

31 Star! o? a 
soliloquy 

32 Wt c..!y 
34 A Carter 

37 More of salute 
AO Scarlet 

41 Cafe patrons 

42 Shamrock 
land 

43 Thrashed 
aa Below 

45 Coat oust 
47 Actor Richard 
49 End of salute 

56 Mineral Kin 

57 Pain 

58 Fr. lown 

59 — Rabbit 
80 Heraldic 

bearings 

61 Burden 

62 withered 

63 Cubic meter 

64 Designate 

DOWN 

1 Spurt 

2 Reverberate 

3 Russ, inland 
sea 

4 Memory 
Jogger 

5 Small fish 

6 Entreats 

7 **— out, wild 
bells" 

8 Arabic title 

9 Relax 

10 Certain 
violins 

11 Quick 

12 Threefold 


‘ S»vcm 

M Ftg'l* RaMT.ce 


13 Rudder 
support 

21 Billy - 
Williams 

22 — Park. CO 

25 Celestial body 

26 Abode 

27 Under me 
covers 

28 Yearned 

29 wmmng 
sound 

30 Lbs Elate — 

32 Actor O'Neal 

33 Entr- 

{int emission! 

34 Surrounded by 

35 Mother of foal 

36 Fr river 
38 Lasso 

30 Poet of 70 

43 Stick 
together 

44 Labor union 
letters 

45 Night sound 

46 Stranger 



47 Come in 

48 Silly ones 

49 Priestly 
garments 

50 Experts 

51 Harbor 


52 Kind 2* lag 

53 Sicilian 
volcano 

54 Asinngenj 

55 Arner.can 
Beauty 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


V*l 



‘I want Stanley to nibble on my 
neck. So I’m gluing pepperoni 
on it." 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
* by Henri Arnold ana Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wortta. 


YOANN 


im 



SHOWE 


U_ 

’■ > 


FOTEEF 


m 

r~ 

— p 

L — 4 1 

i 





TALMED 


' Y Y ^ 

L .A. A. > 


Answer hers: 



HOW' THAT TiSHT- 
WA17 SAVEC? 
AIONEY EVEN ON 
HIS HONEYMOON. 


arargei^ orefod lettere to 
sworiae answer, as suo 

by the above cartoorL*^ 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's 1 Jumbtes: VAPOR ENJOY JAGGED fioviSH 

I Answer: What to say when your friendly sketeton 

leaves on vacat»n-“BONE VOYAGE^ 








n>u 


>lr 


1 


£ 


— to 


Sports 

Navratilova beats Capriati 

HIT-TON HF A tci a Km oca .a < - 


HILTON HEAD ISLAND, 
Sooth Carolina (AP) Martina 
Navratilova won the battle of 
teams’ old and new generations 
Sunday, beating 14-year-old 
American phenomenon Jennifer 
Capriati 6-2, 64 to win the Fami- 
ly Circle Cap. 

It was the 150th career singles 
win for the 33-year-old Navratilo- 
va, who won seven of those 
tournaments before her 14-yeai- 
old opponent was even born. 

Navratilova won the m» 
with crisp net shots and by 
her serve-and-voDey attach on 
the green day at the Sea Pines 
Racquet Club. 

Capriati, who was just two 
years old when Navratilova 
earned her first grand slam tide in 
1978, struggled with her serve 
and rushed her shots when Nav- 
ratilova came to the net. 

Capriati was playing in just her 
third tournament since turning 
pro last month. She is now 13-3 
and her loss to Navratilova, rank- 
ed second in the world, makes 
her 3-2 against players in the top 
10 . 

Despite the loss, Capriati is 


when she redeved her Capriati had a chance to eet the 
world ranking Monday, hav- breakb!S in the followLSme 
mgi^pU^d the required three but Navratilova slammfcf^ 

Navratilova, who has now won 


four Family Circle titles, earned 
5100,000 and a Mazda Miati auto- 
Ca P riati took home 
540,000 — more than she has won 
so far in her career. 

Capriati struggled for all but 
one game on her serve. She faced . 
break points in three of her four 
service games in the first set. In 
the second set, Capriati faced 
break point in all but one of her 
five service games. 

Although she got in just over 
half her first serves, the top- 
seeded Navratilova faced just 
three break points all day in 
running her match record this 
year to 21-1. 

Navratilova had two break 
points against Capriati in the first 
game and led 30-0 in the third 
game. Each time, Capriati man- 
aged to hold serve. But Navrati- 
lova went up a break in tire fifth 
game when she hit a deep fore- 
hand that Capriati could not re- 
turn. 


straight service winners and hit a 
forehand down the line to go up 
4-2. Navratilova broke Capriati in 
the next game and. then held 
serve at love to win v the set. 

Capriati continued to struggle 
with her serve m the 
game, but she managed to avoid a 
break. 

Navratilova had a service win- 
ner on her second serve in the 
next game to wipe out a break 
point and held her serve to go up 
4-2. She had a chance to break 
Capriati and win the match two 
games later, but Capriati rifled a 
cross-court backhand at the net to 
delay the inevitable. 

Navratilova won the match 
with a forehand that landed on 
the tape near the service line. The 
linesman called the ball out, but 
the chair umpire overruled her. 
Capriati agreed that the shot had 
been in. 

A capacity crowd of 5,500 
watched the finals on a sunny 
afternoon. 


Gilbert takes Orlando title 


ORLANDO, Honda (AP) — 
Top-seeded Brad Gilbert of the 
United States needed just 50 m : - 
nntes to defeat Christo Van 
ftensburg of South Africa 6-2, 6-1 
Sunday to win the Prudential- 
Bacbe Securities Classic. 

Gilbert, who earned $32,400 
for bis second tournament cham- 
pionship of the year, won 54 of 79 
points and surrendered just 10 
points on his serve. Van Rens- 
burg never got to break point. 

“I played my best match of tire 
tournament,” said Gilbert, the 
weald's fifth-ranked player who 
has won all five of his career 
meetings against Van Rensburg. 
“I think it was just matchups. I 
match up well against Christo. He 
didn't have a big enough serve to 
hurt me on the return game.” 

Van Rensburg, who earned 
$19,090, said physical problems 
might have been a factor in his 
losL After a three-set se mifinal 
victory over David Pate Satur- 
day, Van Rensburg began suffer- 
ing cramps and was hospitalised 
for three hours. He felt tetter on 
Sunday, but still wasn’t id top 
form. _ _ ...... 

“I felt a little dizzy ri 3Kben I 
came toward the net,' so that 
changed my game a tat,** said 


Van Rensburg, ranked 31st in tire 
world. *1 just couldn’t find my 
feet. I was a half-step slower than 
l had been all week.” 

“But really, I think he played 
pretty well. When you can’t put 
pressure on a guy like Brad, that 
makes it really tough. He just 
relaxes and gets into the game. I 
would’ve liked to gotten a tetter 
start. Maybe that would’ve 
helped,” he added. 

Gilbert, who b 15-0 after win- 
ning the first set in matches tins 
year, took control after breaking 
at love in the sixth game. Van 
Rensburg would hold to begin the 
first set, but his serve was broken 
the next three times. 

”1 was able to hit returns low at 
his feet,” Gilbert said. “That 
seemed to bother him. I play to 
my opponent. Guys on the circuit 
don’t really undestand my game, 
and that helps me.’ 1 

In other games, local favourite 
Richey Reneberg defeated 
second-seeded Magnus Gustafs- 
son of Sweden 64, 64 Sunday in 
the American Capital Invitational 
t ennis tournament at River Oaks. 

Reneberg became the first 
Houston area player to win at 
River Oaks since Frank Guernsey 
prevailed in 1939. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAM KIRSCH 

1988 Tncunr Madia Sarvicas. lac 


THE SEASON FOR GIVING 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
t X 2 
“ K 7 6 4 
: Q 9 3 2 

* A 10 9 
EAST 

♦ 10 9 6 5 3 
7 J 10 9 5 
4 

4 K J 2 
SOUTH 

* AO 

v Al 

:• A K J 8 6 5 

* 0 4 3 


WEST 
♦ J 8 7 4 
■ Q 8 3 

: to 7 

4 8 76 5 


The bidding: 
Smith West 

North 

East 

1 0 

Pass 

1 7 

Pass 

3 NT 

Pass 

4 

Pass 

6 •: 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Seven of v 
The holidays are upon us— first 
Hanukka. then Christmas. The 
writers and editors of this column 
wish aJJ our readers felicitations for 
the season. 

It’s i he season for giving, and 
South started early when he picked 
up this hand. North’s bid of four 
diamonds was a slam try. Since 
there was no way North could have 
enough to invite a Siam without ei- 
ther first or second-round dub con- 
trol, South went directly to the six 


diamonds. 

Unwilling to lead from his major- 
suit honors. West hit upon the safe 
lead of a trump. Dummy’s spade 
holding was unfortunate. Because 
of the duplication in that suit, de- 
clarer needed to hold his dub losers 
to one to land the slam. 

The percentage play in the dub 
suit was, taken in isolation, dear- 
two finesses. So after drawing a sec- 
ond trump, declarer ran the queen 
of dubs. That lost to the king, and 
East returned a spade. Declarer won 
and repeated the finesse— down 
one. 

Finding West with one of the two 
club honors was a 3-to-l shot. 
However, with a little bit of prepa- 
ration. declarer could have raised 
those odds to a sure thing. 

Dedarer should win the trump, 
draw a second round and then cash 
the ace and king of hearts. After 
ruffing a heart, declarer returns to 
dummy with the king of spades and 
ruffs the remaining heart. To com- 
plete the strip, declarer cashes the 
ace of spades. 

Now declarer runs the queen of 
clubs, and East is hdpless. In with 
the king, he must either yidd a ruff- 
sluff or lead a club into dummy’s 
A-10 tenace. Either way, the slam is 
m the bag. 


U.S. soccer 
team beats 
Iceland 4-1 

FENTON, Missouri ( AP) — Die 
U.S. soccer team got a victory 
and even created a little excite- 
ment Sunday. 

The Americans beat Iceland 
4-1 in a World Cup tuneup, the 
most goals for the United States 
since a 5-1 victory over Jamaica in 
a World Cup qualifier on Aug. 
13, 1988. 

"The American public needs 
touchdowns, home runs, holes in 
one,” said Brace Murray, who 
scored a second-half goal. “That 
was good today, and we need to 
keep executing, keep doing the 
right things.” 

Eric Wynalda scored two first- 
half goals for the U.S. team, 
preparing for its first World Cup 
appearance in 40 years. 

“We’ve had a lot of work on 
finishing the {day, and that’s what 
we did today,” Wynalda said. “I 
could have had another one and 
so could have Brace Murray.’* 
i- Die United States sewed only 
six goals in eight World Cup 
qualifiers last year. At one point 
the American went 239 consecu- 
tive mtnnieR without a goal. 

“They were much better than 
we expected,” Iceland coach Bo 
Johansson said. “Drey play in a 
very quick and technical way. 
Drey were especially strong in the 
air.” 

The U.S. team, which scored 
three goals on headers, took a 3-0 
lead in the first half while out- 
shooting Iceland 11-3. And the 
Americans did h without three of' 
their top goal threats:- Peter 
Vermes, Chris Sullivan and Hugo. 
Perez. Vermes and Sullivan are 
playing for European dobs and 
Perez has a broken leg. 

The U.S. team is 3-5 in its 
exhibition schedule with five in- 
ternational games remaining. The 
Americans open World Cup {day 
June 10 against Czechoslovakia at 
Florence, Italy. 

Iceland was missing 12 of its 
top players. 

Steve Trittscfanh got’, the first 
goal on a header in tire- 16th 
minute. Murray set op tire play 
when be kept tire ball ahve near 
the Iceland goal with a left-footed 
kick. The ball ticked off a defen- 
der and Dittsdrah beat goalkeep- 
er Bjarai Sigurdssoo from about 
six yards. 

Wynalda made it 2-0 in the 
30th minu te when be banged the 
ball in off the far post with a 
header after a throw-in by John 
Stollmeyer. 
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Italy will stop World 
Cup hooligans at border 


ROME (Agencies) — Soccer 
hooligans will be identified in 
advance and stopped at Italy’s 
frontiers before the World Cup 
soccer finals this summer, a 
senior interior ministry official 
said in an interview Monday. . 

"We will be able to kick out the 
undesirables at the border for 
reasons of public order ” Gian- 
carlo Rnffino, the ministry's 
undersecretary, told the Rome 
daily II Tempo. 

Die interior ministry is in 
charge of security for the World 
Cup. 

Ruffino said authorities would 
make frill use of a public security 
law and strict new regulations on 
immigration. 

"We know that the most vio- 
lent are 300 to 400 strong,” Ruffi- 
no said. 

He said the security operation 
would start outside Italy with aid 
from police forces in 23 other 
participating countries and would 
continue with preventive mea- 
sures at arrival, mainly in Genoa 
where English and Dutch fans are 
expected on their way to Sardi- 
nia, venue for England's first 
round games, and the Nether- 
lands' base in Sicily. 

The English and Dutch suppor- 
ters are considered the most like- 
ly to create trouble during the 
competition. 

On match days, stadiums 
would be ringed by police cor- 
dons at least 50 metres from tire 
gates and only fans with tickets 


would be allowed to pass, Ruffi- 
no said. 

In tire meantime, the head of 
the World Cup organising com- 
mittee says the damaged turf of 
Milan's Meazza stadium must be 
replaced by the kickoff of the 
competition on June 8. 

“I can’t sec any alternative,” 
Luca Di Montezemolo was 
quoted as saying by Milan’s 
sports daily Gazzetta Delio Sport 
Monday. 

He refused to comment on 
published reports that the open- 
ing match between Argentina and 
Cameroon, scheduled in Milan, 
may be moved to the newly-built 
stadium of Turin because of the 
poor condition of the Meazza 
turf. 

Montezemolo has often criti- 
cised delays in remodelling World 
Cup stadiums. But in the inter- 
view he said there has been “an 
excess of alannism” about cup 
preparations. 

"The situation is very good in 
most World Cup venues,” be 
declared. 

L ast week top officials of 
FIFA, the international soccer 
federation, deplored delays in 
preparing the stadiums in Milan, 
Naples, Florence and Rome. 

Milan’s dty officials are ex- 
pected to approve Tuesday a 200 
million lire ($154,000) investment 
to resod the entire field of the 
Meazza stadium, the homefield 
of A.C. Milan and Interna- 
tionale. 


Rainey wins U.S. 
Grand Prix race 


MONTEREY, California (AP) 
— For the second year in a row, 
Wayne Rainey won tire U.S. 
Grand Prix for motorcycles at the 
2.2 mile (3.5) kilometre road 
course, bnt Kevin Schwantz 
didn’t make it easy. 

“He was throwing everything 
he had at me,” said Ramey of his 
Suzuki-mounted rival. “And I 
was trying to give it right back.” 

Sunday’s race started with 
Rainey leaping to the front, but 
after just two laps, Australian 
Kevin Magee crashed his Suzuki 
in turn 6. The race was stopped 
whOe he was taken to San Jose 
Medical Centre, where he re- 
quired surgery for a blood clot on 
his brain. 

He was placed in the intensive 
care unit after the operation and 
was in critical but stable condi- 
tion, said nursing supervisor 
Donna Reamann. 

Rainey was dogged by 
Schwantz for 24 of the race’s 35 
laps. But on that lap, as Schwantz 
tried yet another bid to reel in 
Rainey, he lost control in tight 
turn 11 and crashed. 

Schwantz tried to restart his 
bike, but finally gave up and 
walked slowly off the track, in 
obvious pain. 

Schwantz’s crash banded 
second place, 30-386 seconds 
back, to Michael Doohan of Au- 
stralia on a Rothmans Honda. 


Third was Pierfrancesco Chili 
of Italy on a factory Honda, while 
fourth went to Christian Sarron 
of France on a Yamaha. Jean- 
Pbillipe Ruggia of France 
finished fifth on another Yama- 
ha. 

By the time the race ended, the 
three-day meet had knocked out 
the sport’s leading lights, and at 
least one of them won’t be back 
for a while. 

Start with Friday, when de- 
fending champion Eddie Law- 
son’s brakes foiled as he tried to 
slow for the hairpin turn 3. He 
was hospitalised with a crushed 
right heel and team Kenny 
Roberts' medical officer. Dean 
Miller, said it's likely he'll be out 
for five to eight weeks. 

That means Lawson will miss 
the next round, in Spain, and 
likely the Italian round also. 

Schwantz was taken to Mon- 
terey Community Hospital for 
examination of his left wrist. 

Another casualty, for the 
second year in a row, was Austra- 
lian Wayne Gardner, the 1987 
champion. On the restart, be 
came off his Honda in the same 
place where Magee fell. 


Faldo wins Masters 


AUGUSTA, Georgia (AP) — 
Nick Faldo of England became 
only tiie second man to win con- 
secutive Masters titles, beating 
American Ray Floyd on the 
second hole of a sudden-death 
playoff Sunday. 

Faldo, who beat Scott Hoch on 
the 11th hole of playoff last year, 
duplicated that feat to join Jack 
Nicklans as the only winner of 
successive Masters. He was 
helped greatly by Floyd, who 
missed a makeable birdie putt on 
the first playoff hole, then put his 
second shot in the water on no. 
11 . 

The Englishman made par on 
the 11th, turned to shake Floyd's 
hand and then hugged his female 
caddy. 

Faldo had to rally from a terri- 
ble start. He put his second shot 
in a bunker on the first hole, 
came out weakly and then three- 
putted for double bogey that 
dropped him five shots behind. 

But he climbed back to get into 
the playoff with Floyd, who, at 47 
was seeking to become the oldest 
player to win the Masters. Floyd 
was victorious here in 1976. 

Nicklaus, now a 50-year-old 
grandfather, won the Masters in 
1965-66. 

To match those consecutive 
triumphs, Faldo had to climb out 
of a tie with Nicklaus and then 
make up three strokes on Floyd 
on the last four holes. 

AN of that he accomplished. 

He came back from the poten- 
tial devastation of the first-hole 
double bogey, climbed back into 
contention and caught the front- 
running Floyd on the 17th hole. 

Both finished regulation play at 
10-under-par 278. Floyd had a 
closing round of par 72. Faldo 
displayed enormous patience and 
perseverance in a comeback 69. 

On the first playoff hole, the 
10th Augusta National, Faldo put 
his approach into a bunker on the 
right and Floyd threw his some 15 
feet below the cup. 

Faldo's excellent sand shot 


came out some three feet below 
the cup. When Floyd left his birdie 
putt short, Faldo calmly rapped 
in his shorter effort and they went 
on to the 11th. 

From the fairway, Floyd 
aggressively attacked the flag, 
tucked on the left near a pond. 
He pulled it. Just a bit. Just 
enough. 

Water splashed. In effect, it 
was over. 

Faldo went through the formal- 
ity of playing his second safely to 
the green. After Floyd dropped 
and pitched short, Faldo two- 
putted for the winning par. 

“I made history today," he 
said. 

He also renewed the Euro- 
peans' claim to world golf super- 
iority, a claim supported by their 
1985 and ’87 Ryder Cup victories 
and a cup-retaining tie last year. 
And by the fact they have won six 
of the last 11 Masters. 

And chilly water of the 11th- 
hole pond, along with Faldo's 
undeniable rally, shattered the 
lovely mood of nostalgia that 
prevailed until the very end. 

For more than two days, Floyd 
and Nicklaus, 97 years in com- 
bined age and with a Masters 
history covering 58 appearances, 
treated the enormous gallery to 
the spectacle of old heroes doing 
the old things in the old places. 

But the treat didn’t last quite 
three days. 

In the end, just as the sunlight 
began to fade in the Georgia 
pines, so loo did the old heroes. 

First, it was Nicklaus, the best 
of them all, holder of six Masters 
crowns and 18 major titles over- 
all. 

Now 50, he tried to use a 
rejuvenating victory in his first 
start (m the Seniors tour a week 
ago as the springboard back to his 
youth. 

It almost worked. At one point 
on the front side, he shared 
second place. 

Could he make it happen? 


Nicklaus tried. He tried mighti- 
ly. But the shots didn't quite 
come off. The putts just missed. 
He couldn't make up ground. On 
the back side, with the holes 
running out and Floyd's lead 
growing, he began to gamble. 

And he paid the price. Nick- 
laus bogeyed three of four holes 
and three-putted. for par on the 
other, a string that sent him 
spiralling back into the pack. 

The three-putt par on 15 killed 
any hopes he had. Needing the 
minor miracle of an eagle, he 
charged a 30-foot eagle putt and 
missed. When his 10-footer com- 
ing back also failed, his last 
chance was gone. 

He could only watch Faldo, his 
playing partner, continue an inex- 
orable move at Floyd, who was 
playing behind them. 

Floyd was three in front with 
four to go. Faldo ran in a six-foot 
birdie pun on the 15th and cut it 
to two. 

Obviously full of confidence, 
Floyd just smiled when he missed 
from about eight feet on the same 
green moments later. 

On the 16th, Floyd was on the 
tee when Faldo ran in a 20-footer 
and cut the margin to one. He 
remained undisturbed, but put 
his tee shot in a difficult place and 
had to run a long putt up, over 
and around a ridge to get it close. 
He did, and cheerfully applauded 
himself when he did so. He made 
the par pun that kept him in 
front, barely. 

On the 17th, though, that smile 
disappeared. After Faldo made 
par, Floyd again found himself 
with a long, breaking, up-and- 
down pun. This time he three- 
putted, missing a six-foot second 
putt. 

Now they were tied. 

After Faldo parted the 18th, 
the pressure was on Floyd to 
force tiie playoff. He drove into a 
deep fairway bunker on the left. 
From there, he hit into a green- 
side bunker on the right. 


Cavaliers retain lead position 


RICHFIELD, Ohio (AP) — John 
Williams scored a career-high 33 
points and Mark Price sank two 
free throws with 12.3 seconds left 
as Cleveland beat the Detroit 
Pistons 100-97 Sunday, keeping 
the Cavaliers in sole possession of 
the final Eastern Conference 
playoff berth. 

The victory was the Cavaliers’ 
first in the last eight games 
against Detroit, which has lost of 
its last nine overall and five of six 
on the road. Cleveland leads 
Atlanta by one game for the 
eighth playoff berth. 

The pistons are 3-4 since start- 
ing guard Joe Dumars sustained a 
broken left hand. Cleveland won 
despite playing without starting 
forward Larry Nance, out for the 
second straight game with a 


sprained left ankle. 

In Orlando. Florida, sleepy 
Floyd scored a season-high 32 
points and Houston scorched 
Orlando for 78 first-half points 
and handed the Magic their ninth 
consecn five loss. 

Die victory pulled the Rockets 
within one game of Seattle in the 
race for the final playoff berth in 
the Western Conference. Orlan- 
do. which trailed by as many as 36 
points, has lost 25 of its last 27 
games. 

The Magic, yielding a league- 
high 119 points per game, was Jed 
by Nick Anderson's 21 points. 

Floyd, who had 13 assists, 
scored 25 points in the fust half 
when Houston built a 78-58 half- 
time lead on 65 per cent shooting 
from the field. The rockets tack- 
ed on 41 points in the third 
quarter and led 128-92 in the 


fourth period. 

In Charlotte, North Carolina,. 
Kelly Tripucka’s free throw with 
seven-tenths of a second left gave 
Charlotte a one-point victory 
over Golden State as the Hornets 
recorded the second-year franch- 
ise’s first three-game winning 
streak. 

Charlotte has won eight of its 
last 13 games and no longer has 
the worst record in the NBA, 
while the loss dropped the War- 
riors 2 Vi games behind Seattle for 
the final playoff spot in the West- 
ern Conference. 

Tripucka, who scored 17 
points, caught an inbounds pass 
with 1.8 seconds remaining and 
was fouled by Rod Higgins while 
shooting a 18-foot jumper from 
the corner. Tripucka hit the first 
free throw, then missed the 
second. 



MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh. 
Abdoun and mariy other loca- 
tions. 

|For more Information 
please call 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 810609. 810605 


Miss Universe 
Boutique 

The most modern and up to date American 
Fashions for the Summer of 1990 

A wide ranging and wonderful variety of casual 
and forma) outfits as well as a collection of 
outfits for pregnant women in various sizes. 


King Abdullah Gardens Street - 
Rayyan Building 

Ground floor. You are welcome to 
visit us all days of the week includ- 
ing Fridays before and after the 
Iftar and until 11 p.m. 



WANTED FOR EMPLOYMENT 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

With at least 3-year experience in secretarial work and 
good command in English and English and Arabic typing, 
short-hand and can operate a computer. 

Salary commensurate with efficiency. 

Those wishing to apply should call tel: 617804 


Large Unfurnished Apart ment 
For Rent 


OUR RATES ARE THE LOWEST IN JORDAN 

SUBAIH FOR GARMENTS 

Bayader Wadi Seer, Main Street 
opposite the mosque 
Tel: 823465. 


LACOSTE EfK , Benetton, BOSS 
NIKE GUCCI YSL CHANNEL, POLO, 
Addfdas. 




VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Jordan International Rally 

Persons with 4x4 four wheel drive vehicles are 
needed to help with the running of the rally on 

Thursday and Friday 17th & 18th May 1990. 

Interested parties please call 
Mr. Samir Jarrar 

at the Royal Automobile Club of Jordan, 
Tel. 815261. 
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Greek conservative party forms 
necessary parliament majority 


ATHENS (AP) — Conservative Party leader Con- 
stantine Matso tekis declared victory Monday and 
said he will form a government this week although 
election returns showed he was one seat short of a 


Election officials said the New 
Democracy Party bad won 150 
seats Sunday in the 300-member 
angle- chamber parliament. 

With one seat short of a major- 
ity, Mitstotata's met with the lead- 
er of the Democratic Renewal 
Party, Costis Stephanopoios, in 
his effort to become the next 
premier. 

Following a 30-iranute meeting 
with Mitsotakis, Stephanopoios 
announced that his conservative 
group which won one seat, would 
support New Democracy in order 
to give it the necessary 151 seats 
for a majority in parliament. 

Stephanopoios, a former 
member of New Democracy, 
broke away from the party four 
years ago following a squabble 
with Mitsotakis. 

Mitsotakis had expressed confi- 
dence at an early morning post- 
election news conference that he 


could form a government bat 
gave no indication at the tone 
that he would approach Stepha- 
nopoios and seek his support. 

“In today's elections the Greek 
people decided. They gave the 
victory to New Democracy. In my 
view, with 150 seats we can form 
a government, and we will win 
the approval of parliament,’' Mit- 
sotakis said. 

Stephanopulos’ support will 
end 10 months of political dead- 
lock that has left Greece unable 
to cope with a crumbling eco- 
nomy and growing urban terror- 
ism. 

But Mitsotakis must first get 
the nod to form a government 
from President Christos Sartzeta- 
lris. 

Party officials said be would 
meet with Sartzetakis Tuesday 
and announce the composition of 
his cabinet the following day. 


A New Democracy press 
spokesman said Mitsotakis would 
seek a vote of confidence when 
parliament officially convenes on 
April 23. 

The conservatives fell just 
short of winning a majority in the 
inconclusive elections last June 
and November. To win a major- 
ity Sunday New Democracy 
needed to get about 1 per cent 
more than the 46.19 per cent of 
the vote they won in November. 

The Interior Ministry said that 
returns were still missing from 20 
of the 16,584 polling stations but 
the unreported results would not 
affect the outcome. 

The official r e tur n s showed 
New Democracy with 46.89 per 
cent of the vote, PanheUenic 
So cialis t Movement (PASOK) 
had 38.62 per cent for 123 seats in 
parliament and the Communist- 
led alliance of leftist parties had 
10.28 per cent and 19 places. 
Small parties and independents 
took 3.21 per cent to cop the 
remaining eight seats. 

The Socialists and Commun- 
ists, blocked from forming a 
coalition of their own by New 


Democracy's 150 seats, remained 
united m their opposition to con- 
servative plans to remedy the 
ailing economy. 

“We wiD defend the vested 
interests of the Greek people,” 
said Pasok leader and former 
Premier Andreas Papandreon, 
who did not concede de f eat 
early Monday. “Pasok will wage 
its battle both inside and outside 
of parliament.” 

Harilaos Florakis, president of 
the Communist-led Coalition of 
the Left and Progress, said, “the 
coalition has the strength to over- 
turn any one-sided austerity mea- 
sures aimed at the working peo- 
ple." 

Both the brief Conservative- 
Communist coalition government 
formed after the June election 
and the all-party coalition forged 
after the November polls post- 
poned key decisions on the ever- 
widening budget deficit and an 
inflati on rate that touched 17.8 
per cent last month. 

Mitsotakis has pledged to curb 
government spending, increase 
revenues and attract foreign in- 
vestment. 


Soviet strength in Far East poses 
potential threat to Japan — aide 


TOKYO (AP) — The Soviets 
continue to pose a potential milit- 
ary threat to Japan, a top 
Japanese defence official said 
Monday. 

Akira Hiyoshi, chief of the 
Bureau of Defence Police in the 
Defence Agency, noted that the 
Soviet Union recently announced 
cuts in its Asian military forces, 
some of which have already been 
realised. 

But the Soviets have also taken 
steps including modernisation of 
weaponry, Hiyoshi told a lower 
house budget committee session. 

“This will be a potential threat 


to our country," though Japan 
does not believe the Soviet Union 
acutally has aggressive intentions 
toward it, Hiyoshi said. 

Hiyoshi's comments came dur- 
ing a committee session on 
Japan’s fiscal 1990 budget. 

The spending plan calls for 4.16 
trillion yen ($29-3 billion) in de- 
fence outlays, an increase of ab- 
out 6 per cent from the previous 
fiscal year. 

Japanese officials have said the 
increase is needed to imrpove 
boosing and living conditions of 
the Seif Defence Forces and help 
meet U.S. demands that Japan 


pay more or all of the cost of 
maintaining 50,000 U.S. troops in 
the country. 

Japan currently pays about 
$2.8 billion, or 45 per cent, of the 
U.S. troops’ annual expenses. - 


Hiyoshi’s comments came in 
response to questions from 
Shoichi Ichikawa, a legislator 
from the opposition Komeito 
(clean government) Party, who 
asked whether the government 
had revised its view of the military 
threat posed by the Soviets in 
light of reduced superpower ten- 
sions. 


Arson suspected in 
2nd sea ferry blaze 


MILFORD HAVEN, Wales (AP) — A fire that killed one crew 
member and injured 25 people on a car ferry early Monday was 
apparently started deliberately, the vessel’s owners said. 

The B and I shipping line issued a statement saying the fire started 
in two unoccupied sleeping cabins of the ferry Norrona, which was 
carrying 297 people from Wales to Ireland. 

The Dublin, Ireland-based company said in a statement that it 
suspected that the fire “was started deliberately.” It did not 
elaborate, but the B and Fs marine superintendent, CapL. Peter 
McKenna, told Irish Radio the company was “fairly certain about 
this." 

Monday's ferry fire came two days after a blaze on a ferry bound 
from Norway to Denmark left an estimated 150 people dead. That 
fire was also snspidous, officials said. 

McKenna said the Irish ferry oompany believed mattresses or 
lighted paper started the fire. Police were interviewing all those an 
board. 

* The coast guard at Milford Haven, Wales, said the person killed in 
the foe had not been identified, but a Royal Air Force (RAF) 
spokesman said it was a crew member. 

Nine of the injured were airlifted from the ferry by two RAF 
helicopters and one Royal Navy helicopter, which also brought 
firefighters and two doctors to the vessel, said coast guard spokesman 
George Clarife. 

Other casualties were taken to hospital by ambulance when the 
vessel returned to the dock at Milford Haven under its own power. 

A team of B and I engineers boarded the feny to assess the 
damage. 

The injured, including a pregnant woman, were treated for smoke 
inhalation, cuts and bruises, said an unidentified spokeswoman at 
Withybush Hospital in Haverfordwest. One woman was transferred 
to the intensive care unit at another hospital, the spokeswoman said. 

Meanwhile in Lyseldl, Sweden, a police spokesman said Monday 
investigators found the bodies of "lots of children” in the fire- 
ravaged interior of the Scandinavia Star ferry and revised their 
estimated death toll to 170. 

Police Inspector Lief Skoghmd said the remains of 75 victims were 
removed from the blackenol shell of the ferry before a team of 
officers entered cabins previously blocked by fire and searing heat. 

"When they went inside the boat they saw lots and lots of dead 
bodies, maybe 100 more,” said Skoglund. "There may be 170 dead 
on board." 

Skoglund emphasised the figure was a rough estimate. 

Police earlier estimated the number of victims on the 20-year-old 
vessel at about 150. But said that did not count children who would 
not appear on any passenger list 

The ship caught fire before dawn Saturday on the North Sea 
voyage from Oslo, Norway to Frederik&havn, Denmark. 

The captain of the ship denied improper behaviour Monday amid 
reports that he and his officers abandoned the burning vessel as 
rescue efforts got under way. 

District police chief Roar Onso said a commission of officials from 
Sweden, Norway and Denmark would conduct an investigation 
paralleling the police probe. 

“We are working on the assumption that the fire was arranged,” 
said Norwegian criminal police chief Magnar Ausknist in Oslo. "In 
that case, it is a real disaster, caused by one or several persons,” he 
said. # 

Captain Hngo Larsen was on the bridge of the llLSOO-ton ferry 
as the smoldering ship was towed into harbour at dnsk Saturday. 

Ffre officials said be had left the ship before all survivors were 
evacuated, although be returned later. 

"I never failed the passengers,” Larsen was quoted as saying by 
Sweden’s national news agency (TT). “It was only when the frames 
were around the bridge and we didn't have a chance to go down to 
look for more passengers on the deck that I gave the order to leave 
the ship." 


Olso said Sunday that efforts to pinpoint the cause of the fire 
would begjn in earnest as soon as all the bodies were taken on^and 
the ship cooled enough for investigators to work. 

Police confirmed that at least two fires broke out on separate decks 
within a few minutes of each other. 

An American performer believed killed in the North Sea ferry fire 
had been looking for her "big break” aboard die Scandinavian Star, 
her mother said. 

Ruth E. Rome, 27, part of a seven-member song-and-dance troupe 
from New York City hired a week earlier to entertain passengers on 
the trip from Norway to Denmark, was missing and presumed dead 
in the fire that began before dawn Saturday, her mother, Winifred, 
said Sunday. 


Peruvians 
vote in 
presidential 
elections 


LIMA, Peru (AP) — Soldiers 
armed with automatic weapons 
protected polling stations against 
terrorist attacks as Peruvians 
voted in a presidential election 
pitting favoured candidate Mario 
Vargas Llosa against a late-surg- 
ing contender. 

Voters Sunday choosing a pres- 
ident to replace populist Alan 
Garcia, whose five-year term 
ends July 28. He is ineligible to 
serve a consecutive term. 


Nearly 10 minion registered 
voters also were choosing a new 
congress, including 60 senators 
and 180 members of the Chamber 
of Deputies. 

Polls opened at 8 a.m. (1200 
GMT) and were to dose at 3 p.m. 
(1900 GMT). Official results will 
not be available for weeks. 

Leftist guerrillas exploded 
dynamite near polling stations 
early Sunday in downtown Lima 
and an outlying shantytown. 
Police said no one was injured 
and nothing was damaged by the 
explosions. 


Secessionist 
poised to win 
Slovenia 
runoff 
elections 


LJUBLJANA, Yugoslavia (AP) 
— A runoff will decide the con- 
test between a reformed Com- 
munist and a conservative seces- 
sionist to become the liberal re- 
public’s first freely elected presi- 
dent since 1945, according to 
Monday’s election results. 

With 98 per cent of the ballots, 
counted from Sunday's presiden- 
tial balloting. Communist candi- 
date Milan Kucan led with 44.4 
per cent and Joze Pucnik of the 
right-of-centre Demos opposition 
coalition was second with 26.2 
per cent 

Independent candidate Ivan 
Kramberger was third with 18.9 
per cent, and Liberal Party candi- 
date Marko Demsar trailed in 
fourth place with 10.5 per cent. 

Since neither Kucan nor Pnc- 
nik received an absolute majority 
of more than SO per cent of votes 
in Sunday’s polling, they will 
meet in a runoff on April 22. 


An estimated 1.1 nrilK nn Slove- 
nians, or 75 per cent of eligible 
voters, voted in the first multipar- 
ty elections in Yugoslavia since 
World War n. They chose among 
17 parties for the new Slovenian 
parliament and among four 
ca n d id a t es for president. 

The first-round results “suggest 
tiiat Slovenians have opted for a 
peaceful transition from a single- 
party monopoly to a parliamen- 
tary democracy,” Kucan, a key 
engineer of the republic’s road to 
democracy, told the Associated 
Press. 

Pucnik, a former dissident who 
spent seven yean in Slovenian 
prisons in the 1950s for his 
opposition to communism, said 
he was confident of winning the 
runoff “because those who voted 
for Kramberger and Demsar will 
now probably vote for me.” 

Political analysts predict a dose 
race between Pnenik, who advo- 
cates quick secession, and Kucan. 


Conservatives 

dominate 

Hungarian 


parliament 


BUDAPEST (R) — Conserva- 
tives swept to power in Hungary’s 
first freely-elected parliament 
Monday, with the ruling Social- 
ists far behind in fourth place. 

In a deceive second round of 
parliamentary polling Sunday, 
the centre-right Hungarian 
Democratic Forum (HDF) won a 
landslide victory over its nearest 
rival, the Liberal-Social Demo- 
cratic Alliance of Free Demo- 
crats. 

The result confirmed a strong 
anti-leftist mood dear from elec- 
tions in Poland and East Ger- 
many. Romania, Czechoslovakia 
and Bulgaria also have dates with 
democracy in May and June. 

HDF President Jozsef An tall, a 
58-year-okl museum director re- 
garded as certain to become 
prime minister, told a news con- 
ference Monday be hoped to 
form a governing coalition with 
two smaller conservative parties 
within a month. 

“The results indicate that the 
Hungarian population has opted 
for the election alliance set up by 
the Forum, the Independent 
Smallholders’ Party and the 
Christian Democratic People's 
Party (CDPP),” he said. 

Preliminary results give the 
Forum 165 seals in the 386-seat 
National Assembly against 92 for 
the Free Democrats, 43 for tire 
Smallholders and 21 for the 
CDPP. 

The ruling Socialist Party of 
outgoing Prone Minister Miklos 
Nemeth, founded last October to 
succeed in Communist Party, 
won just 33 seats although its 
leaders were responsible for dis- 
mantling Hungary's one-party 
system. 

The Federation of Young 
Democrats, a radical youth party, 
came joint fifth with 21 seats. 
Independents, joint candidates 
and the Agrarian Alliance took 
the remaining 11 seals. 


WORLD NEWS IN 


4 British soldiers killed in blast 

BELFAST A —Four British soldiers were killed Monday when 
an IRA mine *lew their heavfly-annoured Land Rover off a 
cou n try lane in the bloodiest guerrilla attack of the year in 
Northern Ireland, The blast buried the patrol vehicle into the air, 
tossed it over a hedge and 30 metres into a field. The four men in 
the locally recruited Ulster Defence Regiment died trapped inside 
the mang led wreckage which was “crushed Kke a sardine can,” an 
army spokesman said. A huge crater marked the spot where foe 
mine was detonated oa a country road near Downpatrick 
Racecourse in County Down. “It was a scene of utter carnage," 
said a local photographer who arrived shortly afterwards. The 
Irish Republican Army (IRA), fighting to oust Britain from 
Northern Ireland, claimed responsibility for the blast in a 
statement to the media from its “South Down Brigade.” The four 
soldiers were in the second of two land rovers heading to 
Downpatrick. The other soldiers on the patrol were treated for 
shock, police said. Initial reports had indicated that both vehicles 
were hit by the mine. 


Vietnam to repatriate MIA remains 


BANGKOK (AP) — Vietnam Tuesday will turn over to the 
United States the remains of 10 persons- who may have been 
Americans who fought and died in the Vietnam War, the U.S. 
embassy spokesman said Monday. A U.S. military team will fly to 
Hanoi, the Vietnamese capital, to receive the remains in a brief 
airport ceremony, embassy spokesman James H. Williams said. 
The remains are to be flown to Hawaii for evaluation and positive 
identification at the U.S. military’s Central Identification Labora- 
tory in Honolulu. Vietnam has periodically turned over the 
remains of America’s missing in action, or MlAs, and coopera- 
tion between the two countries to resolve the issue has increased 
in recent years. The United States currently lists 2,303 MIAs, 
including 6,678 in Vietnam, 537 in Laos, 82 in Cambodia and six 
in Chinese coastal waters. The last t nr n o ver of remains by 
Vietnam took place last Sept 11 when three sets of remains were 
repatriated. In a separate development. Vietnamese officials 
privately suggested allowing die U.S, military to return to Cam 
Ranh Bay if relations between the countries continue to warm, 
says a U.S. congressman who recently met with them. Congress- 
man Thomas Ridge, said the extraordinary possibility was raised 
informally at a forum in Bali, Indonesia, attended by several 
congressmen and a group of top-ranking officials of Vietnam's 
Communist government. 


Mandela meets exiled ANC leaders 


LUSAKA (R) — Nelson Mandela began talks with exiled leaden 
of the African National Congress (ANC) at a secret venue in 
Zambia Monday. “They are not going to tell anyone where they 
are meeting. The talks started today and they need peace for their 
discussions," ANC spokesman Tom Sebina said. Mandela, the 
ANCs deputy president, arrived in Lusaka Sunday for a two-day 
visit and immediately briefed Zambian President Kenneth Kaun- 
da on events in South Africa. The ANC, the main guerrilla group 
fighting to end apartheid in South Africa, is due to bold talks with 
the white -led government next month. 


Filipino troops hunt escaped coup leader 


MANILA (R) — Philippine 
security forces spread out a drag- 
net across Manila Monday in a 
hunt for alleged coop leader Billy 
Bibit, and rebel sokfiers called his 
prison escape a big boost to their 
efforts to oust President Corazon 
Aquino. 

Hie military tightened security 
in stocka de s, ran a headcount of 
prisoners and curtailed visits to 
prevent any further escape of 
rebel soldiers who nearly toppled 
Aquino in a coup attempt last 
December. 

"We have sent our agents to 
different places. There are sever- 
al areas where we are concentrat- 
ing in and I hope we can get 
Bibit,” said Brigadier-General 
Mariano Filart, chief of the Para- 
militar y Constabulary’s Capital 
Command. 


Filart appealed to the public 
for information on Bibit’s where- 
abouts. 

“Let us help each other be- 
cause for as long as the leadership 
of those who attempted the coup 
are out we will not have any 
peace,” Filart said in a radio 
interview. 

Black-hooded rebel soldiers 
shot their way into Manila’s main 
jail before dawn Sunday and re- 
leased Bibit. They surprised 
guards who were drinking beer. 


with money Bibit himself had 
given them, to celebrate the 
birthday of deputy warden Major 
Manuel Roxas, investigators said. 

The military sacked the jail’s 
chief w&den and is i nterrog atin g 
Roxas and two other guards to 
find out if police officers con- 
nived in the escape. 

The daring operation came a 
day after the military declared a 
nationwide red alert for the Eas- 
ter holidays amid rumours rebel 
soldiers ought attack army stock- 
ades to free jailed comrades or 
launch a new coup. 

An angry Aquino, who has 
survived six coup attempts, 
ordered an immediate investiga- 
tion into Bibit’s escape. 

In a speech celebrating die 
"day of heroism” Monday, 
Aquino said Fffipinos would re- 
sist further attempts by rebel sol- 
diers to seize power. 

“Our gallant soldiers have 
fought off several attempts by 
traitors masked in reft w e m ists’ 
clothes to grab power from duly 
constituted authorities,” she said. 

In a separate development, 
police arrested a man believed to 
be the deputy chief of staff of the 
Communist rebel army Monday 
as he returned to the country 
from Europe, officials and state 
television reported. 

Antonio Cabardo, alleged de- 


puty chief of staff of the New 
People's Army, was taken into 
custody about noon (0400 GMT) 
at Ninoy Aquino International 
Airport, said Col. Victory Tiang- 
co, operations chief of the Capitol 
Command. 

As deputy chief of staff, Cabar- 
do is believed to be the second- 
ranking figure in the 20^00-mem- 
ber New people’s Army, which 
has been waging a 21-year in- 
surgency to establish a Marxist 
state. 

Cabardo is also believed to be a 
member of tile political bureau of 
the outlawed Communist Party of 
die Pbflxppines- 

The government television sta- 
tion reported that Cabardo came 
from Europe with a stopover in 
Hong Kong bat did not say which 
European country be had visited. 

The rebel chief of staff, Rumu- 
lo Kintanar. escaped from prison 
in November 1988 after slipping 
away from a birthday party for a 
fanner jailer. 


The military bad offered a 
500,000-peso ($23,800) reward 
for his capture. 

Cabardo was the most senior 
party official to be apprehended 
since July, when suspected poli- 
tical bureau member Saturnine 
Ocampo and his wife were 
arrested in Manila. 


Lithuanians see better future in being small and free 


VILNIUS, USSR (AP) — Many 
Lithuanians say diezr declaration 
of independence was like leaping 
for a lifeboat to escape a sinking 
ship. 

"Alone, we know it will be 
better in five years. With them, 
we don’t,” banker Gintantas 
Preidis said of the Lithuanian 
parliament's decision on March 
11 to cut loose from the Soviet 
Union and its economic and 
ethnic problems. 

lithnwriaiB expect inhwi difficul- 
ties in switching from central 
planning and subsidies to a mar- 
ket economy in which prices are 
set by competition. The republic 
may also lose access to cheap 
Soviet resources. 

“I visited a collective farm 
‘where they had 30 people as 
bookkeepers,” said Joseph 
Knack as, a Lithuanian who emi- 
grated to the United States at the 
end of World War II and became 
a businessman. 

He is back in Lithuania, 
arranging for experts to help re- 
form the economy and working 
with Premier Kaam i cra s Pruns- 
kiene to set np a system that 
would entice Western invest- 
ment. 

The Kremlin, which has used 
troops to take Over Lithuania’s 
prosecutor’s office and has waged 
a war of nerves to keep the 
republic in its fold, is standing in 
the way of some reform and could 
stifle other moves to revamp the 
republic’s economy. 


Mrs. Prnnskiene has said 
Soviet Premier Nikolai Ryzhkov 
and his cabinet refused to transfer 
most authority from Moscow to 
Vilnius. 

For example, Pronskiene sug- 
gested that the majority of the 
200-plus factories now run by 
ministries in Moscow be turned 
over to Lithuanian control. Ryzh- 
kov and his ministers are writing 
to hand over only a few dozen. 

Lithuanian officials aim for 
their nation of 3.8 million people, 
about the size and population of 
Ireland, to develop a thriving 
economy based on selling meat, 
milk and consumer goods to the 
Soviet Union and shipping its 
imports and exports. 

But Moscow built many of 
Lithuania’s factories according to 
no economic logic, far from raw 
materials and customers. They 
manufacture goods so outmoded 
that only desperate Soviet con- 
sumers would buy them. 

There has been no change in 
economic ties since the Baltic 
republic voted to secede. Rela- 
tions with the Soviet Union are 
critical for Lithuania, winch gets 
all its oil and gas from Siberia at 
low rates. Moscow needs 
Lithuania, whose factories pro- 
duce parts for Soviet plants. 

A Lithuanian parliamentary 
commission on independence 
said the republic has plenty of 
electric power, including a nuc- 
lear plant at Ignahna that can 
provide virtually all its .needs. 


But supplies of oil, gas, impor- 
tant raw materials, repair parts, 
fertilizer and communications 
could be cut off, the commission 
said. 

"The hands are cm the faucets, 
but they haven’t been turned,” 
said Laurence Summers, a Har- 
vard University economics pro- 
fessor and one of the experts 
Kazickas has helped to bring over 
as an adviser on economic re- 
form. 

lithnania and its- sister Baltic 
states, Latvia and Estonia, have 
drawn np complete economic re- 
form plans, their people generally 
appear willing to accept higher 
prices and unemployment as part 
of the parcel. 


AH three Baltic republics were 
part of the Russian empire from 
the late 18th century until after 
World War I. They are indepen- 
dent between the wars but forc- 
ibly annexed by the Soviet Union 
in 1940 after Moscow took con- 
trol of the republics under terms 
of the secret Hitier-Stalin pact. 

Independence in Lithuania, 
Latvia and Estonia coincided 
with some of die Soviet Union's 
most ruinous years, in the 1920s 
and 1930s. 

Hie Baltic republics’ roads, 
b uilding s, and communications 
generally are in far better repair 
than those of the Soviet Union, 
evidence of greater efficiency and 
their period of independence. 
There are three freeways in 


Lithuania. In other Soviet repub- 
lics many villages have no road at 
afr. 

But virtually all communica- 
tions go through territory, so the 
Lithuanians have begun negotia- 
tions with Poland fora new direct 
connection to the West. 

Among proposed economic re- 
forms, Summers has recom- 
mended allowing prices to rise on 
non-essential items to encourage 
manufacture of goods in extreme- 
ly short supply and soak up excess 
Soviet rubles. 

He said Lithuania should intro- 
duce its own currency in 1991, 
freely convertible at a low ex- 
change rate. 

Summers said low currency ex- 
change rates could make labour 
costs m tiie new Lithnania attrac- 
tive to nearby, high- wage Scandi- 
navia, but for now Lithuania re- 
mains inefficient. 

Many Soviets scoff at the 
aspirations for independence in 
tiie Baltics, contending the tiny 
republics could not survive on 
their own. Balts invite sceptics to 
look at Finland. 

Fifty years ago, Finland and 
tiie Baltics had similar economies 
and incomes. Finland’s dimate is 
harsher and it has few natural 
resources, yet it fought a war to 
remain independent of the 
Soviets and has developed a 
thriving economy. 

Today, Finland’s per capita 
income is more than quadruple 
tiiat of tiie Soviet Union. 


Lithuanian economist Vaklas 
Teriedcas said his country had a 
10 per cent animal growth rate in 
its 22 years as an independent, 
capitalist nation. That is higher 
than most countries in the world 
today. 

In response to such statistics, 
the Sonet press has dted di- 
plomatic dispatches from the BaL 
tic republics during Indepe nde nce 
that spoke of economic decay and 
widespread unemploy men t 
The republic’s new government 


ness by cutting the number of 
ministries from an already- re- 
duced 40 to 18. The Soviet 
bureaucracy, . blamed for staffing 
Gorbachev’s reforms, still has 48 
ministries and 28 commissions. 

Independence win force tiie 
Vibrios electrical measuring de- 
vice factory to redesign its pro- 
duct line, primarily household 
electric meters, so it can produce 
goods efficiently and compete 
outride tiie Soviet Union, Cuba, 
and Africa, said plant director 
Vincas Babfrras. 

He is thrilled with the prospect, 
because "I want to be a free man. 

I want to deal with whomever I 
want, to set my own juices, and 
decide what to do with my own 
profits.” 

Violinist Rimes Cekuoiis ex- 
pressed what most Lithuanians 
‘Seemed to feel: “It’s not impor- 
tant whether our life is better or 
worse. Freedom is what is mmor- 
tant.” 



Neil Sedaka 
hospitalised 


DANBURY, Connecticut {AP> 
— Singer-songwriter Nefi Sedaka 
has been admitted to Danbury 
Hospital for treatment of d»«ert>- 
editis, a hospital spokesman said. 
Spokesman John Morgan said 
Sedaka, 51, ts considering surgery 
to alleviate the intestinal in- 
flammation. Sedaka. a wnger- 
composer who first reached fame 
in the 1950s. has written and 


recorded dozens of popular «mgs 
including Breaking Up Is Hard to 


Do, Calendar Girl and Stupid 
Cupid. 


Forbidden Planet, 
Racing Demon 
win top awards 


LONDON (AP) — A rock-and- 
roll version of Shakespeare's The 
Tempest and a drama about four 
south London clergymen were 
named the British theatre sea- 
son’s best musical and play at the 
Laurence Ofivier Awards. Bob 
Carlton’s Return to the Forbid- 
den Planet was the unexpected 
victor over the Favourite. Mia 
Saigon in the musical category. 
Bat the latter, a lavish Broadway- 
bound musical about the Vietnam 
war, won the awards for cad- 
standing musical action 
(Jonathan Pryce) and actress 
(Lea Salonga). David Hare's 
Racing Demon, at the Royal 
National Theatre, was named 
best play. His London win con- 
trasted with the Broadway recep- 
tion last fell of his play the Secret 
Rapture, which proved a fast 
flop. Racing Demon also took the 
Best Actor prize for Oliver Ford 
Davies as the doubting priest, 
Lionel Espy. Davies's win sur- 
prised insiders who expected the 
prize to go to Ian McKellen for 
both Othello and Bent. The 
aimnai awards, named for the 
late actor Lord Olivier, were 
announced in a nationally tele- 
vised, black-tie ceremony at the 
Dominion Theatre. 


Murder in U-S- 
up 4% in 1989 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
number of murders in the United 
States increased 4 per cent last 
year, up from the 3 per oent rise 
the year before, according to FBI 
statistics. Overall, violent crimes 
increased 5 percent while proper- 
ty crimes rose 2 per cent and the 
overall number of serious crimes 
increased 3 per cent, according to 
the figures released Sunday by 
FBI Director William S. Sessions. 
The statistics are based on reports 
to police of crime index offenses: 
Murder, forcible rape, robbery, 
aggravated assault, burglary, lar- 
ceny-theft, motor vehicle theft 
and arson. 


Pupils silenced with 
acupuncture needle 


PEKING (R) — A Chinese 
teacher has developed a new acu- 
puncture technique to deal with 
intolerably noisy pupils, a Shan- 
ghai newspaper reported. He 
sews their lips together. “From 
today on. anyone speaking in 
class will get their mouths sewn 
up like these two," declared 
teacher Wang Gmzhao after pot- 
ting acupuncture ncedks through 
the lips of two nine-year-old 
pupils in a school in Jiangsu 
province. Their parents com- 
plained, the Shanghai Xmnan 
Evening News reported Satur- 
day, and Wang was rfwmicmf 


In Britain, the 
rich got richer 


LONDON (R) — Queen E 
z abeth reinforced her position 
Britain’s richest person by i 
aeasmg her personal fortune 
£6.7 billion ($11 bjffiou) over t 
year, according to a snrv 
publzdied Sunday. The £14 t 
hon ($2.5 billion) jump iu.j, 
wealth came about large 
through a sharp rise in the vai 
oftbe royal art treasures and fc 
«teusive portfolio of shares. T 
survey by the Sunday Tun 
“ewspaper showed that the 2 

more than £48 trillion ($78 b 
aon)- Second to the queen wi 

to his ownership of large areas 
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